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A s there is one end for which nature, or rather the author of nature, pro*-
duced the parts of the human body, and another for which he formed the 
whole man, fo likewife he directed an Individual of the human fpecies to* 
one end, a family to another, and again a city and kingdom to another. 
And laftfy, that is to be confidered as the beft end, for the fake of which he 
produced the whole human race. Let no one however think, that though 
there is a certain end of every partial affociation among mankind, yet there 
is none of the whole; and that though there is order in the parts of 
human life, yet there is confufion in the whole; or, in fhort, that though 
the parts poffefs union from being directed to one end, yet the whole is di-
fperfed and unconnected : for, if this were admitted, parts would be more 
honourable than the whole ; though the former fubfift for the fake of the latter, 
and not the latter for the fake of the former. Hence it is neceffary that there 
fhould be a certain end of the human race, and that .ft fhould .confift-in thofe 
energies through which it may imitate as much as poffible things fupernal; by 
fcience fpeculating things natural, human and divine ; by prudence properly 
managing human affairs ; and by piety cultivating and venerating divinity. An 
end, therefore, of this kind requires a twofold life, confifting both in action 
and contemplation, yet fo conftituted as that action may fublift for the fake 
of contemplation,, as that which is more excellent and divine. 

Plato in this dialogue demonflrates that this end can alone be obtained by 
the human race, under the government of a king who poffeffes confummate 
probity and fcience. Hence employing a moft accurate divifion which is* 

9 effentialbf 
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effentially necefTary to definition and fcience, and in which Plato and his 
genuine difciples excelled in a tranfeendent degree, he Homerically deno-
lninates a king the fhepberd and curator of the human race. This king, too, 
he compares to a phyfician ; fince fuch a one, by impofmg laws both on the 
willing and the unwilling, procures falutary remedies for his fubjects. But 
he more frequently calls a governor and curator of this kind, a politician 
than a king, fignifying by this that he will be fo humane and mild, that 
among the citizens he will appear to be a fellow-citizen, and will evince 
that he is rather fuperior to them in juftice, prudence and fcience, than in 
any other endowments. He likewife afferts, that the man who far furpaffes 
all others in juffice and prudence is born a king, though he mould live the 
life of a private individual: and it may be collected from his other dialogues 
as his opinion, that royal authority mould be given to the older and more 
worthy, a fenate of whom mould be the colleagues of the king, forming, as 
it were, a certain ariftocracy, or government of the mod excellent men. As 
he proves too in this dialogue that a royal furpalTes every other form of 
government, he likewife mows that a tyranny is the worff kind of dominion, 
fince it governs neither by law nor intellect, but by unreftrained impulfe 
and arbitrary will. As the next in excellence to a royal government, he 
praifes an ariftocracy, but reprobates an oligarchy, or the government of a 
few : and he confiders a popular government as deferving praife in the third 
degree, if it governs according to law. After this he difculTes the duty of a 
king, and fhows that it confifts in providing fuch things as are neceffary for 
the human race, and efpecially fuch as contribute to its felicity, in prudently 
judging what arts are fubfervient to this end in peace and war, in public and 
private conduct; and in exercifing fovereign authority in conjunction with 
the fenate. 

With refpect to what he fays of the motion of the fpheres and the king­
doms of Saturn and Jupiter, the myftic meaning of this fabulous narration 
will be unfolded in the notes on this dialogue. 

T H E 
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PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE. 

SOCRATES, A G U E S T , 

T H E O D O R U S , And S O C R A T E S Jim* 

S O C R A T E S , 

1 AM greatly indebted to you, Theodorus, for making me acquainted with 
Theastetus and this gueft. 

T H E O . Perhaps, Socrates, you will be indebted to me the triple of this, 
after thefe men have made you a politician and a philofopher. 

Soc. Be it fo. But fhall we fay we have heard this of you, who are moft 
fkilful in reafoning, and in things pertaining to geometry ? 

T H E O . What is that, Socrates ? 
Soc. That we fhould confider each of thefe men as of equal worth, though 

they are more remote from each other in honour than accords with the ana­
logy of your art. 

T H E O . By our God Ammon, Socrates, you have properly, juftly, and 
promptly reproved me for my error in computation ! But I fhall fpeak with 
you about this at fome other time. But do not you, O gueft, in any refpect 
be weary in gratifying us, but difcufs for us, in order, either a politician firft, 
or, if it is more agreeable to you, a philofopher. 

G U E S T . We fhall do fo, Theodorus, as foon as we attempt this difcuffion, 
nor fhall we deiift till we arrive at the end of it. But what ought I to do 
refpecting Theaetetus here ? 

T H E O . About what ? 
G U E S T . Shall we fuffer him to reft, and take in his ftead Socrates here, 

rs our aifociate in the difcuffion ? Or how do you advife ? 

7 T H E O , 
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T H E O . AS you fay, take Socrates in his ftead: for, both being young men, 
they will eafily by refting be able to endure every kind of labour. 

Soc . And indeed, O gueft, both of them appear to be allied to me in a 
certain refpecl:. For you fay that one of them (Theaetetus) appears to re-
femble me in the formation of his face; and the other poffeffes a certain 
alliance, through having the fame name as myfelf. But it is requifite that 
we who are allied lhould always readily recognize this alliance by difcourfe. 
With Theaetetus, therefore, I yefterday joined in difcourfe, and to-day I have 
heard him anfwering this gueft: but neither of them has yet difcourfed with 
Socrates here. It is, however, proper that he mould be confidered. Let 
him then anfwer me fome other time, but at prefent let him anfwer you. 

G U E S T , Let it be fo, Socrates. Do you hear this, Socrates junior ? 
Soc . J U N . I do. 
G U E S T . Do you, therefore, affent to what he fays? 
S o c . J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . It appears, therefore, that you will be no impediment to our 

difcuffion ; and perhaps it is requifite that much lefs fhould I be an impedi­
ment. But after a fophift, it is neceffary, as it appears to me, that we lhould 
inveftigate a politician. Tell me, therefore, whether this character fhould 
be placed among the number of thofe that poffefs a fcientific knowledge. 
Or how fhall we fay ? 

S o c . J U N . That it ought. 
G U E S T . We muft, therefore, make a divifion of the fciences, juft as we 

made a divifion in our inveftigation of the fophift. 
S o c . J U N . Perhaps fo. 
G U E S T . But yet it appears to me, Socrates, that we fhould not divide in 

the fame manner. 
S o c J U N . Undoubtedly not. 
G U E S T . But after another manner. 
Soc . J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . Who then can find the political path? For it is requifite to find 

it, and, feparating it from other things, to imprefs it with one idea, and, mark­
ing the other deflections, with another fpecies, to make our foul conceive 
that all the fciences are comprehended in two fpecies. 

Soc. J U N . I think, O gueft, that this is your bufinefs, and not mine. 
G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . But indeed, Socrates, it is alfo requifite that it lhould be yours 
when it becomes apparent to us. 

Soc. J U N . You fpeak well. 
G U E S T . Are not, therefore, the arithmetic, and certain other arts allied 

to this, diverted of action, and do they not afford knowledge alone ? 
Soc. J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . But thofe arts which pertain to architecture, and the whole of 

manual operation, poffefs, as it were, fcience connate with actions, and at 
the fame time give completion to bodies produced by them, which before 
this had not a being. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . After this manner, therefore, divide all fciences, calling one 

practic, and the other gnoffic alone. 
Soc. J U N . Let there be, therefore, one whole fcience, and two fpecies 

of it. 
G U E S T . Whether, therefore, fhall we confider and denominate a politi­

cian, a king, a defpot, and the governor of a family, as one and the fame 
thing ? Or fhall we fay there are as many arts pertaining to thefe as there 
are names ? Or rather follow me hither. 

Soc. J U N . Whither ? 
G U E S T . T O the confideration of this. If any private perfon is able to 

advife fufficiently a public phyfician, is it not neceffary to call him by the 
name of that art which he who is advifed profeffes ? 

Soc. J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . And if any private perfon is able to give advice to a king, fhall 

we not fay that fuch a one poffeffes that fcience which the king himfelf ought 
to poffefs ? 

Soc. J U N . We fhall. 
G U E S T . But is not the fcience of a true king royal? 
S o c J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . And may not he who poffeffes this fcience, whether he is a private 

man, or a ruler, be in every refpect rightly called, according to this art, royal? 
Soc. J U N . He may, juftly. 
G U E S T . And are not the governor of a family and a defpot the fame ? 

V O L . iv. p S o c 
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Soc J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But what? Is it of any confequence^ with refpecl to empire, 

whether the city is of a fmall or of an ample fize ? 
S o c . J U N . It is of no confequence. 
G U E S T . It is evident, therefore (which is the thing we were juft now in­

quiring), that there is one fcience refpecling all thefe. But we do not think 
it is of any confequence whether any one denominates this fcience royal, or 
political, or oeconomic. 

S o c J U N . For of what confequence can it be ? 
G U E S T . This too is evident, that every king is able to do but a little with 

his hands, and the whole of his body, towards the poifeftion of empire, but 
much by the wifdom and ftrength of his foul. 

S o c . J U N . It is evident. 
G U E S T . Are you willing, therefore, we mould lay that a king is more 

allied to the gnoftic than to the manual, and, in fhort, to the praclic fcience? 
S o c J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . We muft, therefore, combine into the fame the political fcience 

and a politician, the royal fcience and a royal man, as all thefe are one 
thing. 

Soc . J U N . It is evident. 
G U E S T . Let us, therefore, proceed in an orderly manner, and after this 

divide the gnoftic fcience. 
S o c J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Attend, then,- and inform me whether we can apprehend any 

way of efcape in this. 
S o c J U N . Tell me of what kind. 
G U E S T . Of this kind. There is a certain logiftic art. 
S o c J U N . There is. 
G U E S T . And this I think entirely belongs to the gnoftic arts. 
Soc. Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But the logiftic art knows the difference in numbers. Shall we, 

therefore, attribute to it any further employment than that of diftinguilhing 
and judging about things known ? 

Soc J U N . Why ? 
G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . For no architect works himfelf, but rules over workmen. 
Soc . J U N . It is fo. 
G U E S T . And he imparts indeed knowledge, but not manual operation. 
Soc. J U N . He does. 
G U E S T . He may juftiy, therefore, be faid to participate of the gnoftic 

fcience. 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . But I think this belongs to the office of a judge, not to poffefs the 

end, nor to be liberated, in the fame manner as the reckoner is liberated, but 
to order every manual operator that portion of work which is adapted to 
him, till that which they are commanded to do receives its completion. 

Soc. J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . Are not, therefore, all fuch things as thefe gnoftic, and likewife 

fuch as are confequent to the logiftic art ? And do not thefe two genera 
differ from each other in judgment and mandate ? 

Soc. J U N . They appear to do fo. 
G U E S T . If, therefore, we fhould divide the whole of the gnoftic fcience 

into two parts, denominating the one mandatory, and the other judicial, 
may we not fay that we have made an elegant divifion ? 

Soc. J U N . Yes, according to my opinion. 
G U E S T . But thofe that do any thing in common are delighted when they 

accord with each other. 
Soc . J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . As far, therefore, as we accord in this particular we fhall bid 

farewell to the opinions of others. 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Come, then, inform me in which of thefe arts we muft place a 

royal character. Muft we place him in the judicial art, as a certain fpec-
tator ? Or rather, fhall we place him in the commanding art, acting as a 
defpot ? 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly, rather in this. 
G U E S T . Let us again confider whether the commanding art admits of di-

flinction. For it appears to me, that as the art of a huckfter differs from his art 
who fells his own goods, fo the royal genus from the genus of public criers. 

P 2 SOC 
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Soc. J U N . How lb ? 
G U E S T . Huckfters, firft receiving the faleabie works of others, afterwards 

fell them again themfelves. 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . In like manner, the tribe of criers, receiving the mandates of 

others, again imparts them to others. 
S o c J U N . Moft true. 
G U E S T . What then ? Shall we mingle the royal into the fame with the 

interpretative, commanding, prophetic, and praeconic 1 genus, and with many 
other arts allied to thefe, all which have this in common that they command? 
Or are you willing that, as we juft now aflimilated, we fhould at prefent 
affimilate a name ? fince this genus of thofe who command their own con­
cerns is nearly without a name. And thus we fhall fo divide thefe as to 
place the royal genus among the number of thofe that command their own 
concerns, neglecting every other particular, which any one may denominate 
as be pleafes. For our method was adopted for the fake of a ruler, and not 
for the fake of the contrary. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Since, therefore, this is fufficiently feparated from thofe, and is 

brought by divifion from that which is foreign to that which is domeftic, it is 
neceffary that this again fhould be divided, if we have yet any compliant fec-
tion in this. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . And, indeed, it appears that we have. But follow me in dividing. 
Soc. J U N . Whither ? 
G U E S T . D O we not find that all fuch as rule by command iffue out their 

commands for the fake of the generation of fomething ? 
Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . And, indeed, it is not in every refpect difficult to give a twofold 

divifion to all generated natures. 
Soc. After what manner ? 
G U E S T . Some among all of them are animated, and others are inanimate. 
S o c J U N . They are fo. 

1 i. e. Pertaining to criers. 
G u e s t . 
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G U E S T . If we wifh to cut the commanding divifion into thefe parts of the 
gnoftic fcience, we fhould accordingly cut them. 

Soc. J U N . According to what ? 
G U E S T . One part of it fhould be afligned to the genera of inanimate na­

tures, and the other to the genera of fuch as are animated. And thus the 
whole will receive a twofold divifion. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . One part, therefore, we muft omit, and refume the other; the 

whole of which we muft again divide into two parts. 
Soc. J U N . But inform me which of thefe is to be refumed. 
G U E S T . By all means, that which rules over animals. For it is not the 

province of the royal fcience to command things inanimate, like the archi­
tectonic fcience; but, being of a more generous nature, it always poffeffes its 
power in animals, and about things pertaining to them. 

S o c J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . With refpect to the generation and nurture of animals, attention 

to the latter is confined to one animal, but the care belonging to the former 
extends in common to the whole herd. 

Soc. J U N . Right. 
G U E S T , But we do not find that the attention of the politic fcience is of a 

private nature, like that of an ox-driver, or an equerry; but it is rather 
fimilar to the attention paid by him who feeds borfes and oxen. 

Soc. J U N . This appears to be the cafe. 
G U E S T . Whether, therefore, with refpect to the nurture of animals, fhall 

we denominate the nurture of a flock the common nurture of many, or a 
certain common nutrition ? 

Soc. J U N . Both may be adopted in difcourfe. 
G U E S T . You have anfwered well, Socrates. And if you avoid paying 

ferious attention to names, you will appear in old age to be more rich in 
intellectual prudence. Let us, therefore, now do as you advife- But do you 
underftand how fome one, by ffiowing that the nurture of a herd is twofold, 
will render that which is now inveftigated in things double, to be fought 
after in halves? 

Soc. J U N . I endeavour to do fo: and it appears to me that there is one 
kind of nurture of men, and another of brutes. 

8 G U E S T , 
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G U E S T . You have divided in every refpecl: promptly and valiantly. We 
muft however to the utmoft of our power be careful that we may not fuffer 
this again. 

Soc. J U N . What ? 
G U E S T . That, we do not take away one fmall part in oppofition to many 

and great parts, nor yet take it away without fpecies, but always in con­
junction with fpecies. For it is moft beautiful to feparate immediately the 
object of inquiry from other things, if the feparation is rightly made ; juft 
as you a little before haftily thought refpecting divifion, in confequence of 
perceiving the difcourfe tending to mankind. Though indeed, my friend, 
it is not fafe to divide with fubtilty: but it i 9 more fafe to proceed dividing 
through media ; for thus we ihall more readily meet with ideas. But the 
whole of this confers to the objects of our inveftigation. 

Soc . J U N . How do you mean, O gueft? 
G U E S T . I will endeavour to fpeak yet more clearly, on account of the 

benevolence of your nature, Socrates. It is impoffible, therefore, to evince 
the things now propofed in fuch a manner that nothing fhall be wanting: 
but yet we muft endeavour to rife a little higher in our fpeculation, for the 
fake of perfpicuity. 

Soc. J U N . In what refpect then do you fay we have not juft now rightly 
divided ? 

G U E S T . In this refpect, that if any one fhould attempt to give a twofold 
divifion to the human genus, he would divide juft as many of the prefent day 
divide. For thefe feparate the Grecian genus apart from all others, as one 
thing ; and denominate all other kinds of men, which are innumerable, un-
mixt, and difcordant with each other, by one appellation, that of Barbarians; 
and through this one appellation, the genus itfelf appears to them to be one. 
But this is juft as if fome one, thinking that number fhould be divided into two 
fpecies, fhould cut off ten thoufand from all numbers, as one fpecies, and, 
giving one name to all the reft, fhould think that this genus will become 
feparate and different from the other through the appellation. He how­
ever will divide in a more beautiful manner, and more according to fpecies, 
and a two-fold divifion, who cuts number into the even and odd, and the 
human fpecies into male and female; and who then feparates the Lydians 
or Phrygians, or certain other nations, from all others, when he is incapable 

of 
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of finding the genus and at the fame time part of each of the divided mem­
bers. 

Soc . J U N . Moil: right. But inform me, O gueft, how anyone may more 
clearly know that genus and part are not the fame, but different from each 
other. 

G U E S T . O Socrates, beft of men, you enjoin me no trifling thing. And, 
indeed, we have now wandered further from our propofed difcourfe than is 
fit; and yet you order us to wander ftill more. Now, therefore, let us 
again return thither, whence we have digreffed, as it is fit we mould; and 
hereafter we will at leifure investigate the queftion propofed by you. How­
ever, do not by any means think that you have heard this clearly determined 
from me. 

Soc. J U N . What ? 
G U E S T . That fpecies and partare different from each other. 
Soc. J U N . Why fo ? 
G U E S T . When any thing is a fpecies of fomething, it is alfo neceffary 

that it fhould be a part of the thing of which it is faid t6 be the fpecies: 
but it is by no means neceffary that a part lhould be a fpecies. Always 
confider me, therefore, Socrates, as afferting this rather than that. 

Soc. J U N . Be it fo. 
G U E S T . But inform me after this.. 
S o c J U N . What? 
G U E S T . Refpecting that whence we have digreffed hither. For I think 

that we principally digreffed in confequence of your being afked how the 
nurture of a herd fhould be divided, and very readily anfwering that there 
were two kinds of animals, the one human, and the other comprehending 
the whole of the brutal fpecies. 

Soc . J U N . True. 
G U E S T . And you then appeared to me, having taken away a part, to have 

thought that the remainder lhould be left as one genus of all brutes, becaufe 
you could call all of them by the fame name, viz. brutes. 

Soc. J U N . Thefe things were fo. 
G U E S T . But this, O moft valiant of men, is juft as if fome other prudent 

animal, as for inftance a crane, fhould after your manner call cranes rational, 
thus exalting himfelf, and confider them as forming one genus among other 

5 animals, 
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animals, but, comprehending all the reft together with men, ftiould perhaps 
.denominate them nothing elfe than brutes. We fhould endeavour, there­
fore, to avoid every thing of this kind. 

Soc. J U N . How ? 
G U E S T . By not dividing every genus of animals, that we may be lefs 

expofed to this miftake. 
S o c J U N . For there is no occafion. 
G U E S T . We, therefore, then erred in this refpect. 
Soc. J U N . In what refpect? 
G U E S T . That part of the gnoftic fcience which is commanding was de­

termined by us to be of that kind which is employed in the nurture of 
animals, viz. of gregarious animals. Was it not ? 

Soc . J U N . It was. 
G U E S T . The whole animal genus, therefore, was then divided into the tame 

and wild. For thofe animals that are naturally capable of being rendered 
gentle are called tame ; but thofe that are not are denominated wild. 

Soc . J U N . Well faid. 
G U E S T . But the fcience which we are in fearch of, was and is in tame ani­

mals, and is to be inveftigated among fuch of thefe as are gregarious. Is it 
not fo ? 

S o c J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . We muft not. therefore, divide as then, looking to all animals, 

nor muft we divide haftily, in order that we may rapidly comprehend the 
politic fcience. For this- would caufe us to fuffer that which the proverb 
fpeaks of. 

S o c J U N . What is that ? 
G U E S T . By dividing too haftily, we fhall finifh more flowly. 
Soc. J U N . And it would very properly caufe us to fuffer, O gueft. 
G U E S T . Be it fo then. But let us again from the beginning endeavour to 

divide the common nurture of animals. For perhaps the difcourfe itfelf 
being brought to a conclufion will more clearly unfold that which you defire. 
But tell me this. 

S o c J U N . What ? 
G U E S T . What perhaps you have often heard from certain perfons. For I 

do not think you have met with thofe who tame flfh about the Nile, or the 
royal 
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royal lakes. But perhaps you have been a fpe&ator of the, taming of thefe 
in fountains. 

Soc. J U N . I have been a fpeclator of this, and I have heard of the former 
from many. 

G U E S T . You have likewife heard and believe that geefe and cranes are fed 
by certain perfons, though you have never wandered about the Theffalian 
plains. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . I have afked you all thefe questions, becaufe the nurture of herds 

of animals is partly aquatic and partly terreftrial. 
S o c J U N . It is fo. 
G U E S T . Does it not, therefore, appear to you, as well as to me, that the 

fcience refpe&ing the common nurture of animals mould receive a twofold 
divifion, and that one part fhould be denominated that which nourifhes in 
moifture, and the other that which nourifhes in drynefs? 

S o c J U N . It does appear to me. 
G U E S T . But we do not in the fame manner inquire to which of thefe 

arts the royal fcience belongs. For it is evident to every one. 
S o c J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . For every one can divide the nurture of herds in drynefs. 
S o c J U N . Haw ? 
G U E S T . Into the volant and gradient. 
Soc. J U I * . Moft true. 
G U E S T . That the political fcience, however, is to be inveftigated among 

gradient animals, is, as I may fay, obvious to the moft ftupid. Or do you not 
think it is ? 

Soc. JUN. I do. 
G U E S T . But it is requifite that, dividing the art of feeding animals, like an 

even number, we fhould fhow that it is twofold. 
S o c J U N . This is evident. 
G U E S T . Moreover, the part to which our difcourfe impels us appears to 

extend itfelf in two certain paths; the one being fhort, in confequence of 
ftparating a fmall from a large part; but the other long, from preferving 
that precept which we mentioned before, that we ought to divide through 

V O L . iv. Q media, 
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media, as this is the moft, ample divifion. It is permitted us, therefore, to 
proceed in either of thefe paths, as is moff agreeable to us. 

Soc. J U N . Is it then impoffible to proceed in both? 
G U E S T . Not in both at once, O wonderful youth ! But it is evident that it 

is poffible to proceed in them feparately. 
Soc. J U N . I will choofe, therefore, to proceed in each apart from the 

other. 
G U E S T . It is eafy fo to do, fince what remains is but fhort. In the 

beginning, indeed, and middle of our journey we fhould have found it 
difficult to comply with this mandate. But now, fince it appears to be beff, 
let us firft proceed in the longer road. For, as we have but recently engaged 
in this affair, we fhall more eafily journey through it. But look to the 
divifion. 

Soc. J U N . Say what it is. 
G U E S T . The pedeffrian genus of fuch tame animals as are gregarious 

muff be divided by us according to nature. 
Soc . J U N . Why ? 
G U E S T . Becaufe they muff be divided into fuch as are without horns, and 

into fuch as are horned. 
Soc. J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . Dividing then the art of feeding pedeffrian animals, defcribe the 

condition of each part. For, if you fhould be willing to name them, you 
would be involved in difficulties more than is becoming. 

Soc. J U N . How then fs it proper to fpeak of them ? 
G U E S T . Thus. Since the fcience of feeding animals receives a twofold 

divifion, one member of it confifts in the horned part of the flock, but the 
other in that part which is without horns. 

S o c J U N . Let thefe things be fo faid : for they are fufficiently fhown to 
be fo. 

G U E S T . Again, therefore, it will appear to us, that a king feeds a certain 
herd of mutilated hornlefs animals. 

Soc. J U N . For how is it poffible this lhould not be evident ? 
G U E S T . Breaking this, therefore, in pieces, we will endeavour to exhibit 

that which is tranfa&ed by a king. 
6 Soc. 
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Soc. J U N . Entirelyib. 
G U E S T . Whether, therefore, are you willing we mould divide this herd 

into what is called the nffured and the folid hoof? Or mail we divide it 
into common and private generation ? For you underftand me. 

Soc. J U N . What kind of generation do you mean ? 
G U E S T . That of horfes and afTes, which naturally generate from each 

other. 
Soc. J U N . They do. 
G U E S T . But the remaining fpecies, belonging to the one herd of tame 

animals, do not promifcuoufly mingle with each other, but thofe only of the 
fame kind copulate together. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But whether does the political fcience appear to take care of the 

common, or of the private generation of animals ? 
Soc. J U N . It is evident that it takes care of the unmingled generation of 

animals. 
G U E S T . It is evident, then, as it feems, that we lhould give a twofold 

divifion to this, as we did to the preceding particulars. 
Soc . J U N . It is indeed neceffary. 
G U E S T . But we have already nearly feparated into minute parts every 

tame and gregarious animal, except two genera. For it is not fit to rank 
the genus of dogs among gregarious cattle. 

Soc. j u n . It is not. But how fhall we divide thefe two ? 
G U E S T . After that manner, which it is juft you and Theaetetus fhould 

adopt in distributing, fince you have touched on geometry. 
Soc. J U N . What manner is that ? 
G U E S T . By the diameter, and again by the diameter of the diameter. 
Soc. J U N . How do you fay ? 
G U E S T . I S the condition of the human genus in any other way naturally 

adapted to progreffion than as a diameter, in power a biped ? 
S o c J U N . In no other way. 
G U E S T . But again, the condition of the remaining genus is, according to 

the power of our power, a diameter, fince it naturally confifts of twice two 
feet. 

Q ^ Soc. 
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Soc . J U N . Undoubtedly. And now I nearly underitand what you wifti to 
evince. 

G U E S T . But befides thefe things, do we perceive, Socrates, a circumftance 
worthy of laughter, which happened to us in making the former divifion ? 

Soc. J U N . What is that ? 
G U E S T . The human genus, mingled and concurring with a genus the moff 

generous and tractable of all others. 
Soc. J U N . I perceive it, and likewife that it is a very abfurd circumftance. 
G U E S T . Is it not fit that the floweft things fhould arrive laft of all ? 
Soc. J U N . It is. 
G U E S T . But we do not perceive this, that a king appears ftill more ridi^ 

culous when running together with the herd, and performing his courfe in 
Conjunction with him who is exercifed in the beft manner with refpect to a 
tractable life. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . For now, Socrates, that is more apparent which was faid by us 

in our inveftigation of a fophift. 
Soc . J U N . What is that? 
G U E S T . That, in fuch a method of difcourfe as this, he neither pays more 

attention to what is venerable than what is not, nor does he prefer the fmall 
to the great, but always accomplifhes that which is moft true. 

Soc. J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . After this, that you may not accufe me, as you have inquired 

what is the fhorter way to the definition of a king, I will, in the firft place, 
confider this. 

Soc. J U N . By all means, do fo. 
G U E S T . But I fay that a gradient animal ought to have been divided by 

us above into the biped and quadruped genus ; and perceiving that man then 
alone remained in conjunction with the volant genus, the biped herd fhould 
again have been divided into the winged and without wings. But this divi­
fion being made, and being evinced by that art which is the nurfe of men, a 
political and royal character fhould be placed over it, like a charioteer, and 
the reins of the city lhould be given to him, in confequence of this fcience 
being adapted to him. 

S o c 
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Soc, J U N . You have anfwered me beautifully, and as if you had been 
difcharging a debt; and you have added a digreflion, by way of intereff, and 
as the completion of your difcourfe. 

G U E S T . Come, then, let us connect, by recurring from the beginning to 
the end, the difcourfe concerning the name of the politic art. 

Soc. J U N . By all means. 
G U E S T . One part, therefore, of the gnoftic fcience was aflerted by us in 

the beginning to be of a commanding nature ; and we faid that the part of 
this fcience which commands from itfelf was affimilated to this. Again, 
we aiferted that the nurture of animals was a part of the felf-commanding 
fcience, and that this was not the fmaileff part. Likewife, that the nurture 
of herds was a fpecies of the nurture of animals; and that the art which is 
nutritive of animals without horns, efpecially belongs to the art of feeding 
pedeffrian animals. Again, it is neceffary to connect not lefs than the triple 
of this part, if any one is defirous of comprehending it in one name, viz. the 
fcience of an unmingled genus of feeding. But a fection from this, which 
alone remains, and which feeds men, as ranking among bipeds, is the part 
which we are now exploring, and which we denominate royal, and at the 
fame time political. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . D O you therefore think, Socrates, that we have really done well, 

as you fay ? 
Soc. J U N . In what ? 
G U E S T . I mean that the thing propofed by us has been in every refpect-

and fufficiently difcuffed. Or has our inveff igation been particularly deficient 
in this, that it has given, indeed, a defcription of the thing, but fuch a one as 
is not perfectly finifhed ? 

Soc,. J U N . How do you fay ? 
G U E S T . I will endeavour to explain my meaning more clearly.. 
S o c J U N . Do fo. 
G U E S T . Since, therefore,, it has appeared that there are many paftoral arts,, 

the politic fcience is one of thefe, and is the curator of one certain herd. 
Soc.. J U N . It is. 
G U E S T . Our difcourfe defined this to be neither the nunc of horfes, nor 

of any other brutes, but to be the common nutritive fcience of men. 
8 Soc-
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Soc. J U N . It did fo. 
G U E S T . But let us contemplate the difference of all fhepherds and kings. 
Soc . J U N . What is the difference ? 
G U E S T . If any one poffeffing the name of another art fhould affert and 

vindicate to himfelf the nutrition in common of the human herd, what fhould 
we fay ? 

S o c J U N . How is this ? 
G U E S T . Juft as if all merchants, hufbandmen, and cooks, and befides 

thefe the profeffors of gymnaffic, and the genus of phyficians, fhould ver­
bally oppofe the fhepherds of the human race, whom we have called politi­
cians, and fhould affert that the care of nurturing men belonged to them, and 
that they were not only fhepherds of the herds of men, but even of rulers 
themfelves. 

Soc. J U N . And would not their affertion be right? 
G U E S T . Perhaps fb. And let us alfo confider this. For we know that 

no one would contend with a herdfman about things of this kind ; fince he 
is, doubtlefs, the nurfe, the phyfician, and as it were brideman of a herd, and 
is alone fkilled in the obftetric art refpecting parturition and offspring. No 
one, befides, is better calculated, by fuch fport and mufic as the nature of 
cattle is capable of receiving, of confoling, and by alluring arts mitigating, 
with inftruments, or the mere mouth, the herd committed to his care. And 
the fame may be faid of other fhepherds. Or may it not ? 

Soc. J U N . Moft right. 
G U E S T . H O W , then, will our difcourfe refpecting a king appear to be right 

and entire, fince we affert that he alone is the fhepherd and nurfe of the human 
herd, when at the fame time ten thoufand others contend for the fame office? 

Soc . J U N . By no means. 
G U E S T . Did we not, therefore, a little before very properly fear, when 

we fufpected left we mould only introduce a certain royal figure, and fhould 
not perfectly define a political character, unlefs we comprehended thofe that 
are connected with this character, and who profefs themfelves to be equally 
fhepherds; and, feparating a king from them, alone exhibited him pure ? 

Soc . J U N . Our fear, indeed, was moft right. 
G U E S T . This therefore, Socrates, muft be done by us, unlefs we intend to 

difgrace our difcourfe at the end. 
Soc. 
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S o c J U N . But this mufl by no means take place. 
G U E S T . Again, therefore, we muft proceed in another way from another 

beginning. 
Soc. J U N . In what way ? 
G U E S T . By nearly inferring a jeff. For it is requifite to employ a copious 

part of a long fable 1 , and to act in the fame manner with what remains of 
our 

1 The fubftancc of this fable is beautifully explained by Proclus, in his fifth book on the The­
ology of Plato, as follows : 

" This univerfe is very properly faid to have twofold lives, periods and convolutions; one of 
thefe being Saturnian, and the other Jovian. According to the former of thefe periods, too, every 
thing good fprings fpontaneoufly, and every animated nature poffefles a blamelefs and unwearied 
life ; but the latter is the fource of material error, and of an abundantly mutable nature. For, as 
there is a twofold life in the world, the one unapparent and more intellectual, but the other 
more natural and apparent, and the one being bounded by providence, but the other proceeding 
in a diforderly manner according to fate,—hence this latter, which is multiform, and perfected 
through nature, is fufyended from the Jovian order j but the former, which is more fimple, is 
intellectual and unapparent, and is fufpended from that of Saturn. This the Elean gueft clearly 
indicates, by calling one of the circulations Jovian, and the other Saturnian. Though Jupiter alfo 
is the caufe of the unapparent life of the univerfe, is the fupplier of intellect, and the leader of 
intellectual perfection, yet he leads upwards all things to the kingdom of Saturn, and, being a 
leader, together with his father gives fubfiftence to the whole mundane intellect:. Each of thefe 
periods, indeed, viz. the apparent and unapparent, participates of both thefe Gods ; but the one is 
more Saturnian, and the other is in fubjedtion to the kingdom of Jupiter. That the mighty Sa­
turn, therefore, is allotted the other kingdom of the Gods prior to him, the Elean gueft clearly 
evinces in what he fays prior to the fable, viz. that we have heard from many of the kingdom 
which Saturn obtained; fo that, according to this wife man alfo, Saturn is one of the royal Gods. 
Hence, as his father Heaven contains the middle centres of the intelligible and intellectual Gods, 
he is the leader of the intellectual orders, and fupplies the whole of intellectual energy, firft to 
the Gods; in the fecond place, to the genera fuperior to man; and in the laft place, to partial fouls 
fuch as ours, when they are able to extend themfelves to the Saturnian place of furvey For 
this univerfe, and all the mundane Gods, perpetually poflefs this twofold life, and imitate the 
Saturnian intellection through unapparent and intellectual energy, but the demiurgic intellect of 
Jupiter through providential attention to fecondary concerns; and, in (hort, through the apparent 
fabrication of things. But partial fouls at one time energize intellectually, and confecrate them­
felves to Saturn, and at another time according to the characterise of Jupiter, and with unre-
ftraincd energy provide for fubordinate natures. When they revolve, however, analogoufly to 
thefe deities, they intellectually perceive intelligibles, and adorn fenfibles, and live both thefe lives 
in the fame manner as the Gods and the more excellent genera. For their periods are twofold, 
one intellectual and the other providential. Their paradigms alfo are twofold : of the one the 

Saturnian 
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our difcuffion, as we did above, viz. always to take away a part from a part, 
.till we arrive at the fummit of our inquiry. Is it not proper to act in this 
manner ? 

Soc . J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Give me then, after the manner of boys, all your attention to the 

fable: for you are not very much removed from puerile years. 
Soc . J U N . Only relate it. 

Saturnian intellect:, and of the other the Jovian ;—fince even the mighty Jupiter himfelf has a 
twofold energy; by intellect, indeed, adhering to intelligibles, but by demiurgic fabrication adorn­
ing fenfibles. 

" Since, therefore, the revolutions are twofold, not only in wholes but likewife in partial fouls, 
in the Saturnian period, fays the Elean gueft, the generation of men is not from each other, as in 
apparent men, nor, as the firft man with u« is alone earth-born, fo, in partial fouls, the one firft 
foul is earth-born ; but this is the cafe with all of them. For they are led upwards from laft and 
earthly bodies, and they receive an unapparent, deferting a fenfible, life. But neither do they 
verge to old age, and change from younger to older; but on the contrary they become more 
vigorous, and proceed intellectually in a path contrary to generation, and rcfolve as it were that 
variety of life, which in defcending they made a compofite. Hence, likewife, all the fymbols per­
taining to youth are prefent with thofe fouls when they pafs into fuch a condition of being; for 
they lay atfde every thing which adheres to them from generation. And when they are diftri-
buted about Saturn, and live the life which is there, he fays fruits are produced in abundance 
from the trees, and many other things fpring fpontaneoufly from the earth. The inhabitants alfo 
are naked and without beds, and for the moft part are fed, dwelling in the open air: for they 
poflefs an indifibluble temperament of the feafons. The grafs likewife fpringing abundantly from 
the earth fupplies them with foft couches. Thefe and fuch like goods, fouls derive from this 
mighty deity, according to the Saturnian period. For they are thence filled with vivific good, and 
•gather intellectual fruits from wjioles, but do not extend to themfelves, from partial energies, per­
fection and beatitude. For doxaftic nutriment poffeffes divifible and material apprehenfions, but 
that which is intellectual, fuch as are pure, indivifible and fpontaneous; which the fpontaneous 
here obfeurely fignifies. The fruits alfo imparted from the earth fignify the perfedlbn of the 
prolific intellect of the Gods, and which illuminates fouls with a fufficiency from themfelves. 
For, through an unenvying abundance of goods, they are alfo able to impart to fecondary natures 
felicity in a convenient meafure. Neither, therefore, are they inverted with garments, as when 
they proceed into generation, nor do they abound with additions of life, but are themfelves pure, 
by themfelves, from all compofition and variety j and exciting their own intellect, they are extended 
by their intelkaual father to thefe divine benefits. They likewife participate of total goods, 
being guarded by the intellectual Gods; and receiving from them the meafures of a happ? life, they 
pafs the whole of their exiftence with facility. And lailly, eftablilhing a fleeplefs and undented 
Jife in the generative powers of intelligibles, and being filled with intelkaual fruits, and nourished 
with immaterial and divine forms, they are faid to live the life which belongs to the government 
of Saturn," 

G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . There were then, and ftill will be, many memorials of antient 
affairs; and among others, there is one prodigious relation refpecting the 
contention of Atreus and Thyeftes. For you have heard and remember 
what is then faid to have happened. 

Soc. J U N . Perhaps you fpeak of the prodigy refpe&ing the golden ram. 
G U E S T . By no means: but refpe&ing the mutation of the rifing and 

fetting of the fun, and the other ffars. For whence they now rife they did 
then fet: and their rifing was from a contrary place. Divinity, therefore, 
then giving a teftimony to Atreus, changed the heavens into the prefent figure. 

Soc. J U N . This alfo is reported. 
G U E S T . We have likewife heard from many reipefting the kingdom of 

which Saturn was the founder. 
Soc. J U N . We have from very many. 
G U E S T . And were not thofe antient men born from the earth, and not 

generated from each other ? 
Soc. J U N . This alfo is one of the things which are faid to have happened 

formerly. 
G U E S T . All thefe things, therefore, proceed from the fame circumftance* 

and ten thoufand others befides thefe, and which are ffill more wonderful. 
But, through length of time, fome of them have become extincf, and others 
are related in a difperfed manner, feparate from each other. But that cir­
cumftance which is the caufe of this taking place has not been mentioned by 
any one. It muft, however, now be related : for the relation will contri­
bute to the demonftration of the nature of a king. 

Soc. J U N . You fpeak moft beautifully. Speak, therefore, and do not omit 
any thing. 

G U E S T . Hear, then. Divinity himfelf fometimes conducts this univerfe 
in its progreffion, and convolves i t : but at another time he remits the reins 
of his government, when the periods of the univerfe have received a conve­
nient meafure of time. But the world is again fpontaneoufly led round to 
things contrary, fince it is an animal, and is allotted wifdom from him who 
cooperated with it from the firft in harmonizing all its parts with the whole. 
This progreffion, however, to things contrary is naturally implanted in it 
through the following caufe. 

S o c J U N . Through what caufe? 
V O L . iv. R G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . T O fubfift always according to the fame, and in a fimilar manner, 
jand to be the fame, alone belongs to the moft divine of all things: but the 
nature of body is not of this order. But that which we call heaven and the 
world, receives many and bleffed gifts from its producing caufe. However, 
as it participates of body, it cannot be entirely void of mutation: neverthe-
lefs, as far as it is able, it is moved in the fame, and according to the fame, 
with one lation. Hence it is allotted a circular motion, becaufe there is 
the fmalleft mutation of its motion. But nearly nothing is able to revolve 
itfelf, except that which is the leader of all things that are moved. And it 
is not lawful that this lhould at one time move in one way, and at another 
time in a different way. From all this, therefore, it muft be faid, that the 
world neither always revolves itfelf, nor that the whole of it is always con­
volved by Divinity with twofold and contrary convolutions : nor, again, that 
two certain Gods convolve it, whofe decifions are contrary to each other. 
But that muft be aflerted which we juft now faid, and which alone remains, 
that at one time it is conducted by another divine caufe, receiving again an 
externally acquired life, and a renewed immortality from the dcmiurgus ; 
but that at another time, when he remits the reins of government, it pro­
ceeds by itfelf, and, being thus left for a time, performs many myriads of 
retrograde revolutions, becaufe it is moft great, and moft equally balanced, 
and accomplishes its progreffions with the fmalleft foot. 

S o c j u n . All that you have faid appears to be very probable. 
G U E S T . From what has been faid, therefore, we may now, by a reafoning 

procefs, apprehend that circumftance which we faid was the caufe of all 
wonderful things. For it is this very thing. 

Soc. J U N . What ? 
G U E S T . That the circular motion of the univerfe is at one time accom­

plished as at prefent, and at another time in a contrary manner. 
Soc. J U N . But how is this the caufe of all wonderful things ? 
G U E S T . It is requifite to think that this mutation is the grcatcft and moft 

perfect of all the celeftial converfions. 
Soc. J U N . It is likely. 
G U E S T . It is proper, therefore, to think that the greateft mutations then 

happen to us who are the inhabitants of the world. 
Sop. J U N . And this alio is likely. 

7 G U E S T , 
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G U E S T . But do we not know that the nature of animals fuftains with 
difficulty great, numerous, and all-various mutations ? 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . Hence, the greatefl corruptions of other animals then neceffarily 

take place, and very few of the human race remain. And to thefe many 
other wonderful and novel circumffances at the fame time happen ; but this 
is the greatefl, and follows that revolution of the univerfe in which a con-
verfion is effected contrary to the prefent. 

Soc. J U N . What circumftance do you mean ? 
G U E S T . That which takes place the firft of all, when, in whatever age a 

mortal animal is constituted, he is no longer feen advancing to old age, but 
is again changed to the contrary, and naturally becomes, as it were, younger 
and more delicate. The white hairs, too, of thofe more advanced in years 
then became black and the cheeks of thofe that had beards became fmooth; 
and thus each was reftored to the pall flower of his age. The bodies, like-
wife, of fuch as were in the bloom of youth, becoming fmoother and fmaller 
every day and night, again returned to the nature of a child recently born : 
and fuch were affimilated to this nature, both in foul and body. And at 
length their bodies, rapidly wafting away, perifhed. But the dead bodies of 
thofe who at that time died through violence were in like manner immani-
fcftly, and in a few days, corrupted. 

S o c J U N . But what was then, O gueft, the generation of animals, and 
after what manner were they produced from each other ? 

G U E S T . It is evident, Socrates, that at that time there was no generation 
of one thing from another. But, as it is faid that there was once an earth-
born race, this race was at that period reftored back again from the earth. 
This information, too, was delivered to us by thofe our firft progenitors, who 
lived immediately after the clofe of the laft revolution. For they were 
public witneffes of the truth of our affertions, which at prefent are disbelieved, 
though improperly, by the multitude. For I think this particular ought to 
be attended to, as consequent to a part of the narration. For, if old men 
tended to the nature of boys, it follows, that fuch as were dead, but laid in 

1 Plato, in what he here a (Torts of the Saturnian age, wonderfully accords with Orpheus, who, 
as we are informed by Proclus in Plat. Thcol. lib. v. myftically fays, " that the hairs of the face 
d Saturn r.rc always black, and never become hoary.'* 

R 2 the 
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ihc earth, muft be again reftored from thence, revive again, and follow that 
revolution of the univerfe, in which generation is convolved in a contrary 
order; and that the earth-born race, which according to this reafon is ne­
ceffarily produced, fhould thus be denominated and denned, viz. fuch of them 
as Divinity has transferred into another deftiny. 

S o c J U N . This very much follows from what has been faid above. But 
with refpect to the life which you fay was under the power of Saturn, did it 
fubfift in thofe revolutions, or in thefe ? For it is evident that the mutation 
of the ftars and the fun happens in both thefe revolutions. 

G U E S T . You follow the difcourfe well. But, in anfwer to. your queftion 
refpecting all things being produced fpontaneoufly for mankind, this by no 
means is the cafe in the prefent, but happened in the former revolution. For 
then Divinity was firft the ruler and curator of the whole circulation ; juft as 
now the feveral parts of the world are locally diftributed by ruling Gods. 
Divine daemons, too, were allotted, after the manner of fhepherds, animals 
according to genera and herds ; each being fufficient for all things pertaining 
to the feveral particulars over which he prefided. So that there was nothing 
ruftic, no mutual rapine, no war, nor fedition of any kind; and ten thoufand 
other things took place, which are the confequences of fuch a period. But 
what is laid refpecting the fpontaneous life of thefe men is afferted becaufe 
Divinity himfelf fed them, and was their curator ; juft as men-who are of a 
more divine, are the fhepherds of brutes, who are of a bafer, nature. In con­
sequence, too, of men being fed by Divinity, there were no polities, nor pof-
ieffeons of women and children. For all thefe were reftored to life from 
the earth, and without having any recollection of former events. But all 
fuch things as thefe were abfent. The inhabitants, too, had fruits in abun­
dance from oaks, and many other trees, which did not grow through the 
afliftance of agriculture, but were fpontaneoufly given by the earth. And for 
the moft part they were naked, flept without coverlids, and were fed in the 
open air. For the temperament of the feafons was innoxious to them. They 
had foft beds, too, from grafs, which germinated in unenvying abundance 
from the earth. And thus, Socrates, you have heard what was the life of 
men under the reign of Saturn: but you yourfelf have feen what the con­
dition of the prefent life is, which is faid to be under Jupiter. But are you 
able, and likewife willing, to judge which of thefe is the more happy ? 

Soc. 
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Soc, J U N . By no means. 
G U E S T . Are you willing, therefore, that I mould after a manner judge 

for you ? 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . If, therefore, thofe that were nurtured by Saturn in fo much 

leifure, and with the power not only of converting with men, but with brutes, 
ufed all the above-mentioned particulars for the purpofe of philofophy, affo-
ciating with brutes and with each other, and inquiring of every nature 
which had a perceptive power of its own, in what refpecl it differed from 
others as to the common poffeffion of prudence ; from all this it may be eafily 
inferred, that the men of thofe times were incomparably more happy than 
thofe that exifl at prefent. But if, being abundantly filled with meats and 
drinks, their difcourfes with each other, and with brutes, were fuch as at 
prefent they are related to have been, from this alfo, in my opinion, their 
fuperior felicity may be very eafily inferred. At the fame time, however, 
we fhall difmifs thefe particulars till fome fufficient judge of them fhall arife, 
who will unfold to us whether the men of that period were inclined to fci­
ences and difcourfe. But let us now relate on what account we introduced 
the fable, that we may after this bring to a conclufion what remains. For, 
after the time of all thefe was confummated, and it was requifite that a mu­
tation lhould take place, and befides this, the whole terreffrial genus being 
confumed, as all the generations of every foul had received their com­
pletion, and as many feeds having fallen on the earth as were deflined to 
each foul,—then the governor of the univerfe, laying afide as it were the 
handle of his rudder, departed to that place of furvey whence he contem­
plates himfelf. But then fate and connate defire again convolved the world. 
All thofe Gods, therefore, who govern locally, in conjunction with the greatefl 
daemon, knowing what had now happened, again deprived the parts of the 
world of their providential care. But the world becoming inverted, conflicting 
with itfelf, and being agitated by an impulfe contrary to its beginning and end, 
and likewife making an abundant concuflion in itfelf, produced again another 
corruption of all-various animals. After thefe things, however, and the ex­
piration of a fufficient length of time, the tumult, confufion, and concufftons 
ccaled, and the world, becoming tranquil and adorned, again proceeded in its 
ufual courfe, poflcffmg a providential care and dominion, both over itfelf and 

5 the 
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the natures which it contains ; remembering, to the utmoft of its power, the 
inff ructions of the demiurgus and father 1. At the beginning, therefore, it 
accomplifhed this more perfectly, but at the end more remifsly. But the 
caufe of this is the corporeal form of the temperature, and which was nurfed 
together with an antient nature. For it was a participant of much diforder 
before it arrived at the prefent ornament. For, from its compofing artificer, 
indeed, it poffeffes every good ; but, from its former habit, all that atrocity 
and injuftice which fubfift within the heavens. And thefe the world both 
poffeffes from that former habit, and inferts in animated natures. The 
world, therefore, when nourifhing the animals which it contains, in conjunc­
tion with the governor, brings forth fmall evils, and mighty goods: but when 
it is feparated from him, during the neareft time of its departure, it conducts 
all things beautifully. At a more diftant period, however, and from obli­
vion being generated in it, the property of its former diffonance rules with 
greater force. And at the laft period of time it becomes deflorefcent; and 
producing fmall goods, but mingling much of the temperament of things 
contrary to good, it arrives at the danger of both itfelf, and the natures which 
it contains, being diffolved. Hence that God who adorned the world, then 
perceiving the difficulties under which it labours, and anxious left, being 
thus tcmpeftuoufly agitated, it (hould be diffolved by the tumult, and be 
plunged into the infinite fea of diffimilitucte, again refumes the helm, and 
adorns and corrects whatever is difeafed and diffolved through the inordi­
nate motion of the former period, and renders the world immortal and un-
confeious of age. This, therefore, is the end of the whole narration. But 
this is fufficient to fhow the nature of a king to fuch as attend to what has 
been already faid. For, the world being again converted to the prefent path 
of generation, the progreffion of its age again flopped, and it imparted novel 
things, the very contraries to what it then imparted. For animals prox­
imate to death, on account of their fmallnefs, are increafed. But bodies re­
cently born from the earth, hoary, again dying, defcend into the earth ; and 
all other things are tranfmuted, imitating and following the condition of the 
univerfe. The imitation, likewife, of motion, generation, and nutriment, 
follows all things from neceflity. For it is no longer poffible for an animal 

1 i. c. Jupiter. Sec the Timaeus. 

to 
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to be produced in the earth, through other things mutually compofmg it; 
but, as the world was deftined to be the abfolute ruler of its own progreffion, 
after the fame manner its parts alfb were deftined by a fimilar guidance to 
fpring forth, generate, and nourifh, as far as they are able. But we have 
now arrived at that for the fake of which the whole of our difcourfe was un­
dertaken. For, with refpecl: to other animals, many particulars, and of a 
prolix nature, might be difcuffed; fuch as, from what things they are feve-
rally compofed, and through what caufes they were changed : but the parti­
culars refpecting men are Shorter, and more to our purpofe. For, mankind 
being deftitute of the guardian care of the daemon whole poffeffion we are, 
and who is the Shepherd of our race, and as many animals who are naturally-
cruel became tranfported with rage, hence men, now imbecil, and without 
a guard, were torn in pieces by fuch animals. And befides this, men in thofe 
firft times were unfkilful, and had no knowledge of the arts, becaufe the 
earth fpontaneoufly afforded them nutriment: but they did not know how 
to procure it, becaufe they were not compelled by any previous neceflity. 
From all thefe caufes they were involved in the greatefl: difficulties. Hence, 
thofe gifts which are faid to have been formerly imparted to us by the Gods 
were imparted with neceffary inftru&ion and erudition : fire, indeed, frorn, 
Prometheusbut the arts from Vulcan and Minerva. Again, feeds and 
plants were imparted by other divinities ; and, in fhort, all fuch things as are 
the fupport of human life. For men, as we have faid, were not left defti­
tute of the guardian care of the Gods ; and it became requifite that they alfo 
mould pay attention to the concerns of life, in the fame manner as the whole 
world; in the imitating and following which, through all the revolutions of 
time, we live and are born in a different manner at different periods. And 
let this be the end of the fable. But we Shall make it ufeful to difcover how 
far we have erred in the above definition of a royal and political character. 

Soc. JUN. In what refpect, and how far, do you fay we have erred? 
G U E S T . Partly lefs, and in a more generous manner, and partly in a 

greater degree, and more abundantly. 
Soc. J U N . How ? 

1 Prometheus is theinfpc&ive guardian of the defcent of rational fouls; and the fire which he 
imparted to mortals is the rational foul itfelf, becaufe this like fire naturally tends upwards, or, 
in other words, afpires after incorporeal natures. 

G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . Becaufe, while we were aiked refpecting a king and politician 
belonging to the prefent circulation and generation, we adduced a Shepherd 
of a herd of men belonging to the contrary period ; and in confequence of 
this Shepherd being a God, and not a man, we tranfgreSfed abundantly: but 
again, becaufe we evinced that this Shepherd was the governor of the 
whole city, but yet did not fay after what manner, in this refpecl we afferted 
what is true, but wTere deficient as to the whole and the perfpicuous; and 
on this account we erred lefs in this latter cafe than in the former. 

Soc . J U N . True. 
G U E S T . We ought, therefore, as it feems, to think that we mail then 

have perfectly defcribed a political character when we have defined the 
mode of governing a city. 

Soc . J U N . Beautifully faid. 
G U E S T . On this account we related that fable, not only that thofe might 

be pointed out who oppofe the royal character we are now investigating with 
refpect to the nurture of a herd, but that we might more clearly perceive 
him who alone ought to be called a paflor, Since after the manner of a Shep­
herd and herdfman he takes care of the nurture of the human race. 

Soc. J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . But I think, Socrates, that this figure of a divine Shepherd is Still 

greater than that which belongs to a king; and that the politicians of the 
prefent day are naturally much more Similar to fubjedte than governors, and 
in a manner more allied to thefe participate of difcijpline and nurture. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely So." 
G U E S T . But we mufl not inquire whether they have been more or lefs fo, 

and whether they are naturally fo or not. 
S o c J U N . Undoubtedly not. 
G U E S T . Again, therefore, let us thus refume our inquiry. We faid, then, 

that there was a felf-commanding art refpecting animals, which took care of 
them, not privately, but in common ; and this art we then directly called 
the herd-nouriShing art. Do you recolleft ? 

S o c J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . In this, therefore, we erred. For we have not by any means com­

prehended in a definition the political character, nor given it a name ; but its 
name as yet flies from us. 

Soc. 
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Soc. JUN. How fo ? 
G U E S T . T O nouriih the feveral herds of animals belongs to all other (hep-

herds ; but we have not given a fit name to the political character, which 
requires the application of fomething common. 

Soc. J U N . You fpeak the truth, if this common fomething can be ob­
tained. 

G U E S T . But is it not poffible to apply healing, as that which is common 
to all things, without either denning nutriment, or any other thing? and 
to introduce another certain art, either pertaining to the nurture of herds, or 
therapeutic, or adapted to take care of fomething; and thus to comprehend 
the political character together with others, fince reafon figniries that this 
ought to be done ? 

Soc. J U N . Right. But after this, in what manner muft the divifion be 
made ? 

G U E S T . AS before we divided the herd-nourifhing art into the gradient 
and winged tribes, and into the horned and without horns, in the fame man­
ner we lhould divide the art pertaining to the care of herds, which will thus 
be fimilarly comprehended in our difcourfe, together with the kingdom of 
Saturn. 

Soc. J U N . It appears fo. But go on with your inquiries. 
G U E S T . If, then, the name of the art pertaining to the care of herds had 

been thus adopted, no one would have oppofed us, as if there were no careful 
attention whatever; juft as then it was juftly contended, that there is no art 
in us which deferves the appellation of nutritive ; and that, if there were any 
fuch art, it belongs to many things prior to, and preferable to, any thing 
pertaining to kings. 

Soc. JUN. Right. 
G U E S T . But no other art endeavours to accomplish this more, and in a 

milder manner, as if it paid a careful attention to the whole of human com­
munion, than the royal art. 

S o c J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . But after thefe things, Socrates, do you perceive how very much 

we have erred about the end ? 
Soc. J U N . What kind of error have we committed ? 
G U E S T . We have erred in this, that though we have conceived that there 

VOL. iv. s is 
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is a certain nutritive art of a biped herd, yet we ought not immediately to 
have called it royal and politic, as if entirely complete. 

S o c J U N . Why not ? 
G U E S T . In the firft place, as we have faid, the name ought to be accom­

modated more to attentive care than to nutriment: and in the next place, 
this attentive care ought to be divided. For it will receive no fmall fections. 

Soc. J U N . Of what kind ? 
G U E S T . The fections will be a divine Shepherd, and a human curator. 
Soc . J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . And again, it is neceffary to give a twofold distribution to human 

care. 
Soc. J U N . What are the two parts ? 
G U E S T . The violent and the voluntary. 
Soc. J U N . What then? 
G U E S T . And erring in this, with greater ineptitude than is becoming, we 

confidered a king and a tyrant as the fame, though they are moft diffimilar 
both in themfelves and in their mode of government. 

Soc , J U N . True. 
G U E S T . Now, therefore, again correcting ourfelves (as I have already faid), 

we Shall divide human care into the violent and the voluntary. 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . And the violent we Shall call tyrannic: but the voluntary, and 

the attention paid to the herds of voluntary biped animals, we Shall deno­
minate politic. We Shall therefore evince, that he who poffeffes this art 
and care is truly a king and a politician. 

Soc. J U N . And thus the demonstration, O gueft, refpecting political 
affairs will, as it appears, be perfect. 

G U E S T . It will be well for us, Socrates, if this is the cafe. But it is re­
quifite that thefe things Should not only be apparent to you, but likewife to 
me, in common with you. But at prefent a king appears to me not to 
poSTefs as yet a perfect figure : but juft as Statuaries, who by haftening their 
work fometimes unfeafonably, and adding more and larger things than are 
fit, finiSh it rhore Slowly ; fo we at prefent have not only rapidly and mag­
nificently evinced that we erred in the former part of our difcuffion, in con­
fequence of thinking that great paradigms Should be employed about a king, 

but 
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but we reviled the wonderful bulk of the fable, and were compelled to ufe a 
greater part of it than was proper. On this account, we have made a more 
prolix demonftration, and have not entirely finifhed the fable. But, indeed, 
our difcourfe, like an animal, appears to have its exterior delineation fuffi­
ciently perfect, but is not yet perfpicuous, through paint, and the mixture of 
colours. But it is more becoming to exhibit every animal by words and 
difcourfe, to fuch as are able to follow the difquifition, than by painting, and 
the whole of manual operation ; but other things are to be exhibited through 
the operations of the hand. 

Soc. J U N . This, indeed, is rightly faid: but (how me why you fay you 
have not yet fpoken fufficiently. 

G U E S T . It is difficult, O divine youth, to exhibit great things perfpicu-
oufly, without examples. For each of us appears to know all things as in a 
dream 1 , and again to be ignorant of all things according to a wakeful per­
ception. 

Soc. J U N . How do you fay this ? 
G U E S T . We appear at prefent to have moved very abfurdly the pafiion 

refpecting fcience which is in us. 
S o c J U N . In what refpect ? 
G U E S T . The example, O bleffed youth, which I have adduced will again 

require an example. 
Soc. J U N . Why ? Tell me, and do not in any refpect be remifs on my 

account. 
G U E S T . I will, (ince you are prepared to follow me. For we know what 

boys do as foon as they have acquired a knowledge of their letters. 
S o c J U N . What is that ? 
G U E S T . They fufficiently perceive each of the elements in the (horteft and 

eafieff fyllables, and are able to fpeak the truth concerning them. 
Soe. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But, being again dubious about thefe in other fyllables, they are 

deceived in opinion and difcourfe. 

1 The foul pofTefles a twofold knowledge, one indi{lin&, but the other diftincl:, fcientific, and 
without ambiguity. For we efFentially contain the reafons of things, and breathe, as it were, the 
knowledge of them ; but we do not always poflefs them in energy. 

S 2 SOC 
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Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
- G U E S T . May they not, therefore, thus be eafily, and in the moft beautiful 
manner, led to things which they do not yet know ? 

S o c . J U N . HOW ? 

G U E S T . By leading them firft to thofe fyllables in which they have had 
right opinions refpecting thefe very fame things ; but, when we have thus 
led them, to place before them things which they do not yet know ; and, by 
comparing them together, to fhow them that there is the fame fimilitude and 
nature in both the complications, till the things conceived by true opinion 
are prefented to the view compared with all the unknown particulars. But 
thefe being prefented to the view, and examples of them produced, it will-
caufe them to denominate that which is different in all the elements of every 
fyllable as different from other things; but that which is the fame, as always 
the fame, according to things the fame with itfelf. 

Soc . J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . This, therefore, we fufficiently comprehend, viz. that the gene*, 

ration of a paradigm then takes place, when that which is the fame in an­
other divulfed particular being rightly conceived by opinion, and accommo­
dated to each, produces one true opinion of both.. 

Soc . J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . Shall we therefore wonder, if our foul, fuffering the fame thing na­

turally about the elements of all things, at one time is eftablifhed in certain 
particulars by truth itfelf about each individual thing, and at another time 
fluctuates in other particulars, about all things ? And that when, in certain 
commixtions, it thinks rightly, it fhould again be ignorant of thefe very fame, 
things, when it is transferred to long and difficult fyllables of things ? 

Soc. J U N . There is nothing wonderful in this. 
G U E S T . For how, my friend, can any one, beginning from falfe opinion,, 

arrive at any, even the fmalleft part of truth, and thus acquire wifdom ? 
Soc. J U N . Nearly no one. 
G U E S T . If, therefore, thefe things naturally fubfift in this manner, you 

and I fhall not in any refped err, if we firft of all endeavour to perceive the 
nature of the whole paradigm in another fmall and partial paradigm ; and 
after this, betaking ourfelves to the paradigm of a king, which is the greatefl 

of 
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of all paradigms, and deriving it from leffer things, endeavour again, through 
a paradigm, to know by art the remedy of political affairs, that we may be 
partakers of wakeful perceptions inftead of a dream. 

Soc. J U N . Perfectly right. 
G U E S T . Again, therefore, let us refume the former part of our difcourfe, 

viz. that fince an innumerable multitude, together with the royal genus, 
doubt refpc&ing the government of a city, it is requifite to feparate all thefe 
from the royal genus, and to leave it by itfelf. And for this purpofe we 
faid it was requifite that we fhould have a certain paradigm. 

Soc. J U N . And very much fo. 
G U E S T . But what paradigm can any one adduce which both contains po­

litical concerns, and is the fmalleft poffible, fo that he may fufficiently find 
the object of his investigation ? Are you willing, by Jupiter, unlefs we have 
fomething elfe at hand, that we choofe the weaving art ? Not the whole, 
indeed, if it is agreeable to you: for, perhaps, the weaving of wool will be 
fufficient. For it may happen that this part being chofen may teftify that 
which we wifh to evince. 

Soc. J U N . For why fhould it not ? 
G U E S T . Shall we therefore now, with refpect to this part of the weaving 

art, act in the fame manner as we did above, viz. divide every particular by 
cutting the parts of parts? and, paffing over all things in the fhorteft man­
ner poffible, return to that which is ufeful to our prefent purpofe ? 

Soc. J U N . How do you fay ? 
G U E S T . My anfwer to you fhall be an explanation of the thing. 
Soc . J U N . YOU fpeak moft excellently. 
G U E S T . Of all the things which we fabricate and poffefs, fome are for 

the fake of doing fomething, and others are auxiliaries againft any inconve­
nience we may fuffer. And of auxiliaries, fome are alexipharmic *, as well 
divine as human; but others are fubfervient to defence. And of things fub-
fervient to defence, fome confift of warlike apparatus,, and others are inclo-
fures. And of inclofurcs, fome are veils, and others are defences againft 
heat and cold. But of defences, fome are coverings, and others are apparel. 
And of apparel, one part is an under veil, and another a furrounding cover-

' i. e. Remedies of evils. 
ing. 
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ing. And of furrounding coverings, fome are fimple, and others compofite. 
But of the compofite, fome are perforated, but others are connected together 
without perforation. And of thofe that are without perforation, fome are 
compofed from the nerves of things growing out of the earth, but others are 
hairy. And of the hairy, fome are conglutinated by water and earth, but 
others are themfelves connected together with themfelves. To thefe auxili­
aries and coverings, which are wrought from the lame things being bound 
together, we give the name of garments. But we call that art which is 
efpecially converfant with garments, veftific, from the thing itfelf, in the 
fame manner as above we called the art refpecting a city politic. We like-
wife fay that the weaving art, fo far as for the moft part it weaves garments, 
differs in nothing but the name from the veftific art; juft in the fame man­
ner as we formerly obferved that a royal differed only nominally from a po­
litical character. 

Soc. J U N . Moft right. 
GUEST . . But after this we fhould thus reafon : that fome one may, perhaps, 

thimk it has been fufficiently fhown that the weaving art is converfant with 
garments, but may not be able to perceive, that though it is not yet diftin-
guifhed from things which cooperate near together, it is feparated from 
many other things of a kindred nature. 

Soc. JUN . Tell me what things of a kindred nature. 
G U E S T . YOU do not underftand what has been faid, as it feems. It ap 

pears, therefore, that we fhould return from the end to the beginning. For, 
if you underftand propinquity, we have now feparated this from the weaving 
art, by diftributing the compofition of coverings into things put under, and 
things furrounding us. 

Soc . J U N . I underftand you. 
G U E S T . We have likewife feparated every kind of fabrication from thread 

and broom, and all fuch plantal productions as we juft now called nerves. 
We alfo defined the comprefTive art, and the compofition which employs per­
foration and fewing, which for the moft part pertains to the currier's art, 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . We alfo feparated the fabrication of fimple coverings from fkins, 

and of fuch coverings as are employed in building, and in the whole of the 
tectonic, and in all other arts which are employed in flopping the effluxions 

of 
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of water. Alfo fuch arts as procure restraints in joining, and violent actions, 
and which are employed about the construction of doors, and distribute the 
parts of the cementing art. We have likewife divided the armour-making 
art, which is a fection of the great and all-various power effective of de­
fence. We alfo defined, in the very beginning, the whole art of cooking, 
which is converfant with alexipharmics; and we left a certain art, which 
appears to be that we are in purfuit of, viz. which defends againSt cold, 
produces woollen veftments, and is called the art of weaving. 

Soc. J U N . It feems fo. 
G U E S T . But we have not yet, O boy, perfectly difcuffed this matter. For 

he who is firft engaged in the making of garments appears to act in a man-
ner.directly contrary to the weaver. 

Soc. J U N . How fo ? 
G U E S T . For the work of the weaver is a certain knitting together. 
Soc. J U N . It is. 
G U E S T . But the work of him who firft engages in the making of garments 

confifts in diffolving things joined together. 
Soc . JUN . What kind of work is this ? 
G U E S T . The work of the art of carding wool. Or fhall we dare to call 

the art of carding wool the weaving art, and a wool-carder a weaver ? 
Soc. JUN . By no means. 
G U E S T . But if anv one fhould call the art effective of the thread and woof 

in a loom the weaving art, he would affert a paradox, and give it a falfe 
name. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But whether fhall we fay that the whole attention and care of the 

fuller and the mender contribute nothing to the making of garmeuts ? Or 
fhall we alio call thefe weaving arts ? 

Soc. J U N . By no means. 
G U K S T . But all thefe contend with the power of the weaving art, refpect­

ing the care and the making of garments; attributing, indeed, to it the 
greateft part, but likewife aligning to themfelves great portions of the fame 
art. 

Soc. JUN . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Befides thefe, it further appears requifite, that the arts effective of 
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the inftruments through which the weaver accomplishes his work, Should be 
eonSidered as con caufes of* every work accomplished by weaving. 

Soc. JUN . Moft right. 
G U E S T . Whether, therefore, will our difcourfe about the weaving art, a 

part of which we have chofen, be fufficiently defined, if we affert that it is 
the moft beautiful and the greatefl of all the arts which are employed about 
woollen garments ? Or Shall we thus, indeed, fpeak fomething of the truth, 
but yet neither clearly nor perfectly till we have feparated all thefe arts 
from it ? 

Soc . JUN. This will be the cafe. 
G U E S T . Muft we not, therefore, in the next place act in this manner, 

that our difcourfe may proceed in an orderly feries ? 
Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . In the firft place, therefore, let us confider two arts which fubfift 

about all things. 
S o c . J U N . What are they ? 
G U E S T . One is the concaufe of generation, and the other is the caufe 

itfelf. 
S o c J U N . How ? 
G U E S T . Such arts as do not fabricate the thing itfelf, but prepare inftru­

ments for the fabricators, without which inftruments the propofed work 
cannot be effected,—thefe are concaufes: but thofe which fabricate the 
thing itfelf are caufes. 

Soc . J U N . This distinction is reafonable. 
G U E S T . In the next place, thofe arts which produce the diftarf, and the 

Shuttle, and fuch other inftruments as contribute to the making of gar­
ments,—-all thefe I call concaufes : but thofe which pay attention to and 
fabricate garments I call caufes. 

Soc. J U N . Moft right. 
G U E S T . But, of caufes, it will be proper efpecially to collect that which 

pertains to the warning of garments, and that which is Skilled in mending, 
and all the therapeutic care about thefe, Since the cdfmetic art is abundant, 
and to denominate the whole the fuller's art. 

S o c J U N . It will fo. 
G U E S T . But there is one art comprehending that rart which cards wool 

6 and 
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and fpins, and likewife every thing pertaining to the making of garments, 
and which is called by all men the wool-working art. 

Soc. J U N . How fo ? 
G U E S T . The art of carding wool, and the half of that art which ufes the 

Shuttle, and that art which feparates from each other things joined together, 
—all thefe, in fhort, form a part of the wool-working art, of which there 
are two great parts, one collective, and the other Separative. 

Soc. J U N . There are fo. 
G U E S T . The art of carding wool, therefore, and all thofe other arts 

which we juft now mentioned, belong to the feparative part. For that art 
which divides in wool and thread, after one manner with the Shuttle, and 
after another with the hands, has all the names which we have juft now 
mentioned. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Again, we muft take a part of the collective part, and of the 

wool-working art contained in i t ; but we muft pafs by all fuch things of a 
feparating nature as we happen to find there, and bifect the wool-working 
art, together with the collective and feparative fectidn. 

Soc . J U N . Let us divide them. 
G U E S T . It will be proper for you, therefore, Socrates, to divide the col­

lective, together with the wool-working part, if we wifh to apprehend fuSR-
ciently the propofed weaving art. 

Soc. J U N . It will be requifite. 
G U E S T . It will indeed : and we fay, therefore, that one part of it is ftreptic, 

or converfant with rolling, and the other fymplectic, or complicative. 
Soc. J U N . Do I then understand you ? For you appear to me to fay that 

the elaboration of the thread is Streptic. 
G U E S T . Not the elaboration of this only, but likewiSe of the woof. Or 

can we find any generation of it which is not ftreptic ? 
Soc. J U N . By no means. 
G U E S T . Define alfo each of thefe : for perhaps you will find the definition 

Seafonable. 
Soc. J U N . In what refpect? 
G U E S T . I I this. We fay that the work of the wool-carder, when it is 

drawn out into length and breadth, is a certain fracture. 
VOL. iv. T Soc . 
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Soc. J U N . We do. 
G U E S T . This, when it is turned by the diftaff, and becomes a folid thread, 

is called itamen : but they fay that the art which directs this is itemonic, or 
converfant with fluff to be woven. 

Soc. J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . But fuch things as receive a loofe contortion, and by the implica­

tion of the thread with the attraction of the polifh acquire a meafured foft-
nefs,—of thefe we call what is fpun the woof, but the art itfelf which pre-
fides over thefe, woof-fpinning. 

Soc . J U N . Molt right. 
G U E S T . And now that part of the weaving art which we propofed is 

obvious to every one. For, with refpect to a part of the collective art in the 
working of wool, when it accomplifhes that which is woven by a fit knitting 
together of the woof and the thread, then the whole of the thing woven is 
called a woollen garment, but the art prefidiug over this, textorian. 

Soc. J U N . Moft right. 
G U E S T . Be it fo. But why then did we not immediately anfwer, that the 

plectic art is that which weaves together the woof and the thread, inftead of 
proceeding in a circle, and defining many things in vain ? 

Soc. J U N . It does not appear to me, O gueft, that we have faid any thing 
in vain. 

G U E S T . This is not at all wonderful. But perhaps, O bleffed youth, it 
will be feen that you will often hereafter fall into this difeafe. Nor is it 
wonderful. But hear ascertain difcourfe, which is proper to be delivered 
refpecting all fuch particulars as thefe. 

S o c J U N . Only relate it. 
G U E S T . Let US, therefore, in the firft place, behold the whole of excefs 

and deficiency, that we may praife and blame according to reafon whatever is 
faid with more prolixity or brevity than is becoming in difputations of this 
kind. 

Soc. J U N . It will be proper fo to do. 
G U E S T . But I think we fhall do right by difcourfing about thefe things. 
Soc . J U N . About what things ? 
G U E S T . About prolixity and brevity, and the whole of excefs and defi­

ciency. For the art of meafuring is converfant with all thefe. 
Soc. 
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Soc. J U N . It is. 
G U E S T . We will divide it, therefore, into two parts. For it is requifite 

to that after which we are haftening. 
Soc. JUN. Inform me how this divifion is to be made. 
G U E S T . Thus. One part according to the communion of magnitude and 

parvitude with each other; but the other part according to the neceffary 
effence of generation. 

Soc. JUN. HOW do you fay ? 
G U E S T . Does it not appear to you to be natural, that the greater ought 

to be called greater than nothing elfe than the leffer ? and again, that the 
leffer fhould not be leffer than any thing than the greater ? 

Soc . J U N . To me it docs. 
G U B S T . But what? Mufl we not fay that what furpaffes the nature of 

mediocrity, and is furpaffed by it, whether in words or actions, is that by 
which efpecially good and bad men differ from each other? 

Soc. J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . Thefe twofold effences, therefore, and judgments of the great 

and the fmall muft be eftablifhed; but not, as we juft now faid, with refe­
rence to each other only. But, as we now fay, they are rather partly to be 
referred to each other, and partly to mediocrity. Are we however willing 
to learn on what account this is requifite ? 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . If fome one refers the nature of the greater to nothing elfe than 

the nature of the leffer, he will not refer it to mediocrity. Or will he ? 
Soc. JUN. He will not. 
G U E S T . May we not, therefore, divide the arts themfelves, and all their 

works, according to this reafoning ? And fhall we not entirely take away 
the political fcience which we are now inveftigating, and that which is 
called the weaviug art? For all fuch things as thefe guard againft that 
which is more or lefs than mediocrity, not as if it had no fubfiftence, but as 
a thing of a difficult nature in actions. And after this manner preferving 
mediocrity, they effect every thing beautiful and good. 

Soc. JUN. Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . If, therefore, we take away the politic fcience, will not our iu-

veftigation after this of the royal fcience be dubious ? 
T 2 SOC. 
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Soc. J U N . Very much fo. 
- G U E S T . Whether, therefore, as in our investigation of a fophift, we com-

pelled non-being to be, after difcourfe about it fled from us, fo now fhall we 
compel the more and the lefs to become meafured, not only with reference 
to each other, but likewife to the generation of mediocrity ? For no one can 
indubitably become a politician, or knowing in any thing elfe pertaining to 
actions, unlefs he alTents to this. 

S o c J U N . We ought, therefore, efpecially to do this now. 
G U E S T . This, Socrates, is a Still greater work than that; though, as we 

may remember, that was very prolix. But a thing of this kind may be fup-
pofed refpecting them, and very juftly. 

Soc. J U N . Of what kind? 
G U E S T . That there is occafion for what we are now fpeaking of, in order 

to evince what is accurate refpectiug this thing. Further {fill, with refpect to 
the prefent particulars, it appears to me to have been fhown fufficiently, that 
this difcourfe will afford us magnificent affiftance, as leading us to think that 
all arts are to be fimilarly meafured according to the more and the lefs, not 
only among themfelves, but likewife with reference t6 the generation of 
mediocrity. For, this having a fubfiltence, they alfo are: and, thefe fub-
fifling, this alfo is. And either of thefe being taken away, neither of therr 
will fubfifr. 

Soc . J U N . This indeed is right. But what follows ? 
G U E S T . We Should evidently divide the art of meafuring (as we have 

faid) into two parts; placing as ooe of its parts all thofe arts which meafure 
number, length, breadth, depth, and velocity, with reference to the contrary; 
but placing as its other part, fuch arts as regard the moderate and the be­
coming, the feafonable and the Sit, and all fuch as fly from the extremes to the 
middle. 

S o c J U N . Each of thefe fections is great, and they differ much from each 
other. 

G U E S T . That, Socrates, which is fometimes afferted by many of thole 
elegant men, who think they affert fomething wife, when they Say that the 
art of meafuring is converfant with all generated natures, is now aSferted by 
us. For all artificial things after a certain manner participate of meafure; 
but, in confequence of not being accuStomed to divide according to Species, 

thefe 
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thefe men immediately collect into the fame thefe things which fo widely 
differ from each other, and confider them as fimilar. And, again, they do the 
very contrary to this: for things which are different they do not divide 
according to parts, though it is requifite that, when any one firft perceives 
the communion of many things, he fhould not defift till he perceives all the 
differences in it which are placed in fpecies: and again, when he perceives 
all-various diftimilitudes in multitudes, he cannot defift from this difficult 
perception, till, having inclofed all fuch things as are allied in one fimilitude, 
he comprehends them in the effence of a certain genus. And thus much 
may fuffice refpecting thefe particulars, and concerning defect: and excefs. 
This only muft be carefully obferved, that two genera of meafures about 
thefe particulars have been invented, and that we fhould remember what 
they are. 

Soc. J U N . We will remember. 
G U E S T . But, after this difcuffion, let us affume another refpecting the 

objects of our investigation, and the whole purport of this difcourfe. 
Soc. J U N . What is it ? 
G U H S T . If any one Should aSk us refpecting the cuStom of thofe that 

learn their letters, when they are afked from what letters a word is com­
pofed, fhall we Say that the inquiry is then made for the fake of one word 
only, or that they may become more Skilful in every thing pertaining to 
grammar ? 

Soc. J U N . Evidently that they may become more Skilful in the whole of 
grammar. 

G U E S T . But what again ? Is our inquiry refpecting a politician under­
taken by us more for the Sake of the politician, than that we may become 
more Skilful in every difcuffion ? 

Soc. JUN . This alfo is evident, that it is undertaken on this latter 
account. 

G U E S T . NO one indeed endued with intellect would be willing to investi­
gate the art of weaving, for its own fake alone : but I think moft men are 
ignorant, that there are certain fenfible Similitudes of things which are 
naturally capable of being eafily learnt, and that there is no difficulty in 
making thefe manifeft, when any one wifhes to point them out to fome one 
inquiring a reafon refpecting themynot in conjunction with things, but with 

facility* 
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facility, without aligning a reafon. But of things the greatefl: and the molt 
honourable, there is not any image clearly fabricated for men, which being 
exhibited by him who wifhes to fill the foul of the inquirer, can, by being har­
monized to fome one of the fenfes, fufficiently fill the foul. Hence it is requilita 
to meditate how we may be able to give and receive a reafon for every thing. 
For incorporeal natures, as they are the moft beautiful and the greatefl of 
all things, can alone be clearly pointed out by reafon, but by nothing elfe. 
And all we have faid at prefent is afferted for the fake of thefe things. But 
the confideration of every particular is more eafily effected in fmall things 
than in fuch as are great. 

Soc. JUN . You fpeak moil beautifully. 
G U E S T . DO we, therefore, remember on what account all thefe things 

have been faid by us ? 
Soc. J U N . On what account ? 
G U E S T . Principally on account of the difficulty in which we were in­

volved, through the prolix difcourfe about the weaving art, and the revolu­
tion of the univerfe. We likewife confidered the difcourfe of the fophift 
about the effence of non-being, as full of prolixity. And on all thefe 
accounts we terrified ourfelves, fearing left we fhould fpeak fuperfluoufly in 
conjunction with prolixity. Confider, therefore, all thefe things as faid by 
us, in order that we may not fuffer any thing of this kind again. 

S o c J U N . Be it fo. Only difcufs what remains. 
G U E S T . I fay, therefore, it is requifite that both you and I fhould be 

mindful of what we have now faid, as often as brevity or prolixity of dif­
courfe is blamed, not judging the prolixities by one another, but according 
to that part of the meafuring art, which we faid above ought to be remem­
bered with a view to the becoming. 

S o c JUN . Right. 
G U E S > T . But yet all things are not referred to this. For we do not require 

In order to obtain pleafure a prolixity which harmonizes with nothing, 
unlefs as a certain appendix. Nor is it proper to make the eafy and rapid 
difcovery of the object of our inveftigation our principal intention ; but this 
ought to be confidered by us as a fecondary thing. But we fhould by far 
moft efpecially, and in the firft place, honour the method which is able to 
divide .according to fpecies. We fhould likewife by no means, be indignant 

with 
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with a difcourfe, however extended, which renders the hearer more inven­
tive ; and the fame mufl be faid of a difcourfe however fhort. Further ftill, 
it becomes him who blames long difcourfes in difquifitions fuch as thefe, 
and who does not admit circular periods, not to condemn them altogether 
rapidly, and immediately, but to fhow firft that we fhall be more fit for 
difcuffion, and more capable of difcovering things by reafon, by fhorter dif­
courfes : but we fhould neither pay any attention to, nor even feem to hear 
any other praife or blame. And thus much may fuffice for thefe things, 
if it alfo feems fo to you. Let us, therefore, again return to the political 
character, introducing the before-mentioned paradigm of the weaving art. 

Soc. J U N . You fpeak well : and let us do as you fay. 
G U E S T . Is not, therefore, the office of a king to be feparated from that of 

many fhepherds, or rather from that of all thofe who have the charge of herds ? 
Soc. J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . But we fay that the confideration of caufes and concaufes re­

fpecting a city remains, which are firft to be divided from each other-
Soc. JUN . Right. 
G U E S T . YOU know, therefore, that it is difficult to bifect thefe. But the 

caufe of this will, I think, in the courfe of our inquiry be not lefs apparent. 
Soc. J U N . It will be proper, therefore, fo to do. 
G U E S T . Let us, then, divide them into parts, like victims, fince we cannot 

bifect them : for it is always requifite to cut into the neareft number poffible. 
Soc. JUN. HOW, therefore* fhall we do at prefent ? 
GUKST . Juft as we did above: for we placed all fuch mftruments as are 

fubfervient to weaving, as concaufes. 
Soc. JUN . We did. 
GuiiST. The fame thing, therefore, muft be done by us now, and it is ftillf 

more neceffary than it was then. For fuch things as fabricate in a city 
cither a fmall or a large inftrument are all of them to be confidered as con­
caufes ; fince without thefe a city could never fubfift, nor yet the politic 
fcience. But yet again we do not eftablifh any one of thefe as the bufL-
nefs of the royal fcience. 

S o c J U N . We do riot. ¥ 

G U E S T . We likewife attempt to accomplifh a difficult thing, in feparating 
this genus from others. For he who fays that it is an inftrument of fome 

particular 
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particular being, appears to fpeak probably : but at the fame time we muft 
fay that this is different from the polfefTions belonging to a city. 

Soc. JUN . In what refpect ? 
G U E S T . Becaufe it has not this power. For caufes do not adhere to ge­

neration as an inftrument, but on account of the fafety of that which is 
fabricated. 

S o c . J U N . What kind of thing do you mean ? 
G U E S T . An all-various fpecies produced from things dry and moift, fiery 

and without fire, and which we call by one appellation, a veffel, though it is 
an abundant fpecies : but I think this does not at all belong to the fcience we 
are inveftigating. 

Soc . J U N . Undoubtedly not. 
G U E S T . But the third fpecies, or that of poffeflions, appears to be multi­

form, confifting of the terreftrial and aqautic, the much-wandering and the 
.nerratic, the honourable and the ignoble; and it has one name, becaufe the 
whole of it fubfifts for the fake of a certain fitting, as it always becomes a 
feat to fomething. 

Soc. J U N . What kind of thing is it ? 
G U E S T . It is that which is called a vehicle, a thing which is not entirely 

the work of the politic fcience, but rather of the tectonic, ceramic 1, and 
calcotypic *. 

S o c juK. I underftand you. 
G U E S T . Muft we then mention a fourth fpecies of thefe, in which moft 

of the things formerly fpoken of by us are contained ? viz. every kind of 
garment, many arms, walls, all inclofures, confifting either of earth or ftone, 
and ten thoufand other things. And fince all thefe are conftructed for the 
fake of defence, the whole may moft juftly be called a fortification ; and, for 
the moft part, may more properly be confidered as much more the work of 
the architect and weaver than of the politician. 

Soc . J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Are we, therefore, willing to rank in the fifth place the arts of 

adorning, painting, and mufic, together with fuch arts as ufe thefe; from 
which certain imitations are devifed for the fake of procuring us pleafure, 
and which may be juftly comprehended in one name ? 

J i. e. Pertaining to the potter's art. » L e . Pertaining to the brazier's art. 
8 Soc. 
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S o c J U N . In what name ? 
G U E S T . They may be denominated fportive. 
Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . This one name, therefore, accords with all thefe: for no one of 

them does any thing ferioufly, but all their operations are for the fake of 
fport. 

Soc. JUN. This alfo I nearly underftand. 
G U E S T . But ought we not to place as a fixth all-various fpecies, and, 

which is the offspring of many other arts, that art which, prepares bodies for 
all the above-mentioned particulars ? 

Soc . JUN. Of what art are you fpeaking? 
G U E S T . That art which digs gold and filver, and other metals, out of the 

bowels of the earth ; likewife that which cuts down trees, that which con-
ftructs fomething by fhaving off the hair, the knitting art, that which cuts 
off the barks of trees, and the fkins of animals, and all fuch arts as are con­
verfant with things of this kind. Alfo, fuch arts as procure cork, books, and 
bonds, fabricating compofite fpecies from genera which are not compofite. 
The whole of this we call the firft-born poffeffion of mankind, fimple, and 
by no means the work of the royal fcience. 

Soc. J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . The poffeffion of nutriment, and fuch things as when mingled 

with the body can, by their parts, adminifter to its wants, muft be ranked in 
the feventh place. And the whole of this muft be denominated by us nutri­
ment, unlefs we have any thing better to adopt inftead of it. However, we 
may place the whole cf this under agriculture, hunting, gymnaftic, medi­
cine, and cooking, and attribute it to thefe more properly than to the politic 
fcience. 

S o c JUN. Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . Nearly, therefore, all poffcffions, except thofe of tame animals, 

may I think be found in thefe feven genera. But confider: for it was moft 
juft that the fpecies which we called firft-born fhould be introduced firft.; 
and after this, inftrument, vcffel, vehicle, fortification, that which is fportive, 
and cattle. But if any thing of no great confequence is latent, which may 
be accommodated to fome one of thefe, we omit it; fuch as the idea of 
coin, of feals, and of every thing impreffed or carved. For thefe things are 
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not very much allied to the genus ; but fome accord with it, for the purpofe 
of ornament, others as fubfervient to inftruments, violently, indeed, but at 
the fame time they may be drawn to this end. But the nurture of herds 
which we before diftributed, feems to comprehend the whole poifeffion of 
tame animals, (laves being excepted. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . The genus of flaves, and of all fervants, remains, in which I pro-

phefy, that thofe who contend with a king refpecting the thing woven will 
become apparent, in the lame manner as above, thofe that knit, and thofe 
that comb wool, and fuch others as were then mentioned by us, contended 
with the weavers. But all the others who were called by us concaufes, to­
gether with the works juft now mentioned, are fet afide, and are feparated 
from royal and political action. 

Soc . J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . Let us then, approaching nearer, confider the reft, that we may 

more firmly perceive them. 
Soc. J U N . It is, therefore, requifite to do fo. 
G U E S T . We fhall find, then, that the greatefl fervants, fo far as we can 

fee in this affair, are engaged in a purfuit, and poffefs a property the very 
contrary to what we have expected. 

Soc. J U N . What are thefe ? 
G U E S T . Men acquired by purchafe; whom, beyond all controverfy, we 

ought to call flaves, and of whom we fhould affert, that they by no means 
vindicate to themfelves the royal art. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But what fhall we fay of thofe free-born men who voluntarily 

engage in the fervile employments mentioned by us above, viz. who tranf-
mit the works of hufbandry, and of the other arts, to each other, and who 
are engaged in mutual traffic, domeftic or foreign, whether they change 
money for other things, or like for like, (whom we denominate money­
changers, pilots, and huckfters,) fhall we fay that thefe will contend for any 
part of the politic fcience ? 

Soc. J U N . Perhaps merchants will. 
G U E S T . But yet we never find that thofe mercenaries who readily offer 

their fervices to every one vindicate to themfelves the royal fcience. 
8 Soc. 



T H E P O L I T I C U S . 139 

S o c J U N . For how can they ? 
G U E S T . What then fhall we fay of thofe that act in this fervile capacity 

every where ? 
Soc. JUN. Of whom are you fpeaking? and of what kind of fervile 

offices ? 
G U E S T . I fpeak of the tribe of criers, and of thofe who become wife re­

fpecting letters x , and often acl in the capacity of fervants, together with 
certain othei perfons who are very fkilful in the labours pertaining to go­
vernment. What again fhall we fay of thefe? 

Soc . J U N . That which you juff now faid, that they are fervants, but no 
rulers in cities. 

G U E S T . I do not think, therefore, I was looking at a dream, when I faid 
that many on this account would be feen ffrenuoufly contending for the 
royal fcience, though it may appear to be very abfurd to feek after thefe in 
any fervile portion. 

S o c J U N . Very much fo, indeed. 
G U E S T . Let us, befides, approach ftill nearer to thofe whom we have not 

yet examined. But thefe are fuch as poffefs a certain portion of miniftrant 
fcience about divination. For they are confidered as interpreting to men 
things proceeding from the Gods. 

Soc . J U N . They are. 
G U E S T . The genus too of priefts, as eftablifhed by law, knows in what 

manner we fhould offer gifts, through facrifices, to the Gods, fo as to render 
the divinities propitious to us ; and likewife, after what manner we fhould 
requeft of them, by prayer, the poffeffion of good things. But both thefe 
are parts of the miniflrant art. 

Soc. JUN. So it appears. 
G U E S T . NOW, therefore, we appear to me to touch, as it were, upon a 

certain veftige of the object of our fearch. For the figure of priefts and pro­
phets is very replete with prudence, and receives a venerable opinion through 
the magnitude of the undertakings. Hence, among the Egyptians, a king 
is not allowed to govern without the facerdotal fcience; fo that, if any one 
belonging to another genus of men ufurps the kindg >m, he is afterwards 

1 Viz. grammarian!. 
U 2 compelled 
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compelled to be initiated in their myfteries, that he may be (killed in the 
facerdotal fcience. Further ftill, in many places belonging to the Greeks, 
we (hall find that the greateft facrifices of this kind are under the direction 
of the greateft magiffrates; and the truth of what I affert is particularly 
evinced among you. For, when a king is elected, they fay that the moft ve­
nerable of all the antient facrifices, and fuch as are moft peculiar to the 
country, are to be configned to the care of the new king, 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . We fhould, therefore, confider thefe kings chofen by lot, toge­

ther with the priefts, their fervants, and a certain other numerous crowd, 
which juft now became manifeft to us, apart from our former affertions. 

Soc . J U N . Of whom are you fpeaking ? 
G U E S T . Of certain very wonderful perfons. 
S o c . J U N . Why fo ? 
G U E S T . A S I was juft now fpeculating, the genus of them appeared to me 

to be all-various. For many men refemble lions and centaurs, and other 
things of this kind ; and very many are fimilar to fatyrs, and to imbecil and 
multiform wild beafts. They likewife rapidly change their ideas and their 
power into each other. And indeed, Socrates, I appear to myfelf to have 
juft now perceived thefe men for the firft time. 

S o c . J U N . Speak: for you feem to behold fomething unufual. 
G U E S T . I do: for the unufual or wonderful happens to all men from ig­

norance. And I myfelf juft now fuffered the very fame thing : for I was 
fuddenly involved in doubt on perceiving the choir of civil concerns. 

S o c J U N . What choir? 
G U E S T . The greateft enchanter of all fophifts, and the moft fkilled in this 

art, who muft be feparated from truly political and royal characters, though 
this is difficult in the extreme, if we intend to fee clearly the object of our 
investigation. 

Soc . J U N . We muft by no means omit to do this. 
G U E S T . We muft not, indeed, according to my opinion: but tell me this. 
S o c JUN. What ? 
G U E S T . IS not a monarchy one of our political governments ? 
Soc. J U N . It is. 
G U E S T . And after a monarchy I think an oligarchy may be placed. 

Soc. 
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Soc. JUN. Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But is not the third fcheme of a polity the government of the 

multitude, and which is called a democracy ? 
Soc. JUN. Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . May not thefe three become after a manner five, fince they pro­

duce two other names from themfelves ? 
Soc. J U N . What are thefe two? 
G U E S T . Thofe who now look to the violent and the voluntary, to poverty 

and riches, law and the tranfgreflion of law, which take place in thefe go­
vernments, and who give a twofold divifion to each of the two, and call 
monarchy by two names, as affording two fpecies, viz. tyrannic and royal. 

Soc. JUN. Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But they denominate a city which is governed by a few an arif-

tocracy and an oligarchy. 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . But no one is ever accuflomed to change the name of a demo­

cracy, whether the people govern the rich violently, or with their confent, 
and whether they accurately defend the laws or not. 

Soc. J U N . True. 
G U E S T . What then ? Shall we think that any one of thefe polities is right, 

thus bounded by thefe definitions, viz. by one, and a few, and a many, by 
riches and poverty, by the violent and the voluntary, by written laws, and 
the privation of laws ? 

S o c JUN. What fhould hinder ? 
G U E S T . Confider more attentively, following me hither. 
S o c J U N . Whither ? 
G U E S T . Shall we abide by that which was afferted by us at firff, or fhall 

we diffent from it ? 
Soc. J U N . Of what affertion are you fpeaking ? 
G U E S T . I think we faid that a royal government was one of the fciences. 
S o c JUN. We did. 
G U E S T . Yet we did not confider it as any one fcience indifcriminately; 

but we felected it from the other fciences, as fomething judicial and prefiding. 
Soc. J U N . We did. 
G U E S T . And of the prefiding fcience, dividing one part, as belonging to in-

5 animate 
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animate works, and the other as belonging to animals, we have proceeded 
thus far, not forgetting that we were fcientifically employed ; but we have 
not vet been able to determine with fufficient accuracy what this fcience is. 

Soc . J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . Do we, therefore, underffaiKl this, that the definition mult not 

be made by the few, nor by the many, nor yet by the voluntary or involun­
tary, nor by poverty or riches, but according to a certain fcience, if we 
follow what has been formerly delivered ? 

Soc. J U N . But, indeed, it is impoffible that this fhould not be done. 
G U E S T . From neceffity, therefore, we muff now confider in which of 

thefe the fcience refpecting the government of men happens to fubfift ; this 
government being nearly the greateft of a l l others, and the moft difficult to 
obtain. For it is requifite to infpecl: it, that we may perceive what are the 
things which muft be taken away from a prudent king, and who thofe are 
that pretend to be, and perfuade the multitude that they are, politicians, but 
who are by no means fo. 

Soc. J U N . Our former reafoning evinces that it is requifite to act in this 
manner. 

G U E S T . Does it then appear to you that the multitude in a city is able 
to acquire this fcience? 

Soc. J U N . How can they ? 
G U E S T . In a city, therefore, confifting-of a thoufand men, is it poffible 

that a hundred or five hundred o f the inhabitants can fufficiently acquire 
this fcience ? 

S o c J U N . If this were the cafe, it would be the moft eafy of all arts. 
For we k n o w that among a thoufand men there cannot be found fo great 
a number of thofe that excel the other Greeks in. the game o f chefs, much 
lefs can there be found as many kings. But, according to our former rea­
foning, it is requifite to call him royal who poffeffes the royal fcience, 
whether he governs or not. 

G U E S T . YOU very properly remind me: but I think it follows from this, 
that a right government, when it fubfifts rightly, ought to be inveftigated 
about one perfon, or two, 01 altogether about a few, 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . And, as we now think, thofe that govern according to a certain 

art 
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art are to be confidered as political and regal characters, whether they 
govern the willing or the refractory, whether according to or without 
written laws, and whether they are rich or poor. For we call thofe who heal 
the maladies of the body, no lefs phyficians, whether they cure by cutting, or 
burning, or any other painful application, the voluntary or the refractory ; and 
whether from writings or without writings; and whether they are poor or rich. 
In all thefe cafes we fay that they are no lefs phyficians, fo long as they pro­
ceed according to art, in purging or fome other way attenuating the body, 
or in caufing it to increafe; and fo long as, alone regarding the good of the 
body, they reftorc it from a worfe to a better habit, and preferve it when 
thus reftored. After this manner alone, as I think, we muft fay that the 
definition of the medicinal or any other government is rightly made. 

Soc. J U N . And very much fo. 
G U E S T . It is neceffary, therefore, as it feems, that that polity alone muft 

in the higheft degree be rightly eftablifhed, in which the governors are 
found to be truly, and not in appearance only, fcientific; whether they 
govern according to laws, or without laws; whether they rule over the 
obedient, or the refractory; and whether they are rich or poor. For no 
one of thefe is of any confequence with refpecl: to rectitude of government. 

Soc. JUN . Beautifully faid. 
G U E S T . Nor yet is it of any confequence, whether they purge the city 

with a view to its good, by putting to death or baniihing certain perfons; 
or whether they fend out colonies, like a fwarm of bees, and thus diminifh 
the people; or whether, introducing certain foreigners, they make citizens 
of them, and thus increafe the city. For, fo long as, employing fcience and 
juftice, they caufe the city, to the utmoft of their power, to pafs from a 
worfe to a better condition, and preferve it in this ftate,—fo far, and accord­
ing to fuch definitions, we fay that a polity is alone rightly eftablifhed ; but 
that fuch others, as we have mentioned, are neither genuinely nor truly 
polities. We muft likewife willingly fay that fuch polities as imitate this 
are confonant to reafon, and tend to things more beautiful, but that fuch as 
do not, tend to deformity by an imitation of things evil. 

Soc. J U N . Other things indeed, O gueft, appear to have been difcuffed 
fufficiently: but it is not eafy to admit your affertion, that it is requifite to 
govern without laws. 

G U E S T , 
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G U E S T . YOU have got before me a little, Socrates, by your queftion. 
For I was going to alk you, whether you admit all thefe things, or whether 
you find any difficulty in any thing that has been faid. It is however evident, 
that we now wifh to inquire concerning the rectitude of thofe that govern 
without laws. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . After a certain manner it is evident that legiflation pertains to 

the royal fcience : but it is beft, not for the laws to prevail, but a man who 
is royal in conjunction with prudence. Do you know why ? 

Soc . J U N . Inform me. 
G U E S T . Becaufe law cannot, by comprehending that which is moft 

excellent, and at the fame time moft accurately juft, for all men, always 
enjoin that which is beft. For the dilTimilitudes of men and actions, and 
the unceafing reftlelfnefs, as I may fay, of human affairs, do not permit any 
art whatever to be exhibited refpecting all things, and through every time. 
Shall we admit thefe affertions ? 

Soc . J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But we fee that law. nearly endeavours to accompliffi this very 

thing, like a certain arrogant and ignorant man, who does not fuffer any 
thing to be done contrary to his own orders, nor any one to afk whether it 
would not be better to make fome new regulation, contrary to what he has 
ordained. 

Soc. J U N . True. For the law does as you fay. 
G U E S T . But it is impoffible that a thing which is fimple mould prevail 

in things which are never at any time fimple. 
Soc . J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . The caufe, therefore, muft be found out why it is neceffary to 

eftablifh laws, fince law does not poffefs the greateft rectitude. 
S o c . J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . Are there not, therefore, among us, as alfo in other cities, certain 

exercifes of men collected together, whether belonging to the courfe, or to 
any thing elfe which is undertaken for the fake of contention ? 

Soc. J U N . There are very many fuch exercifes. 
G U E S T . Come then, let us again recall to our memory the mandates of 

thofe who prelide over gymnaftic exercifes according to art. 
Soc. 
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Soc. J U N . What are their mandates ? 
G U E S T . They do not think that a fubtle divifion fhould be made, accord­

ing to each individual, fo as to enjoin that which is adapted to the body of 
each; but that attention fhould be paid to what is more common, and which 
is advantageous for the moft part, and to a many. 

Soc . J U N . Excellent. 
G U E S T . Hence at prefent afligning equal labours to collected bodies of 

men, they at the fame time impel them to begin the conteft together, and 
to reft from the race, from wreflling, and from all the labours of the body, 
at one and the fame time. 

Soc. J U N . They do fo. 
G U E S T . We, therefore, think that the legiflator who prefides over the 

herds of men, and enjoins them what is juft refpecting their compacts with 
each other, cannot, while he gives laws to them collectively, accurately afEgn 
what is fit to each individual. 

Soc. J U N . This is likely to be the cafe. 
G U E S T . But I think that in a lefs fubtle way he will eftablifh laws for 

the multitude, and for the moft part, both written and unwritten, and fuch 
as are agreeable to the manners of the country. 

S o c J U N . Right. 
Q U E S T . Right indeed. For how, Socrates, can any one attend fuffi­

ciently to individuals through the whole of life, and accurately enjoin what is 
adapted to each ? For, though he who poffeffes the royal fcience could, I 
think, do this, he would fcarcely prefcribe for himfelf thofe impediments 
which are called laws. 

S o c JUN . It appears fo, O gueft, from what has been n o w faid. 
G U E S T . Rather, O moft excellent youth, from what will be faid. 
Soc. J U N . What is that? 
GUEST . This, For we thus fay to ourfelves : If a phyfician, or mafter of 

gymnaftic, intending to travel, and to be abfent from thofe under his care 
for a long time, mould think that thofe w h o are exercifed, or thofe who are 
fick, would not remember his precepts, he will wifh to write commentaries 
for them. Or how fhall we fay ? 

S o c J U N . That he will wifh to do fo. 
G U E S T . But what? If the phyfician fhould return fooner than he thought, 

VOL. IV. x will 
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will he venture to order them certain other things befides thofe contained in 
his writings, if any thing better mould occur for the fick, through winds, or 
any thing elfe, which is wont to take place through Jupiter, contrary to 
expectation ? Will he think that he ought ftrenuoufly to perfevere in his 
former injunctions, neither himfelf ordering any thing elfe, nor the fick 
man daring to do any thing different from his written prefcriptions ; thefe 
being medicinal and falubrious, but things of a different nature, noxious, 
and contrary to art ? Or rather, every thing of this kind happening about 
all things according to fcience and true art, will not his edicts become the 
moft ridiculous of all others ? 

Soc . J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . But fhall not he who writes things juft and unjuft, beautiful and 

bafe, good and evil, and who eftablifhes unwritten laws for the herds of 
mankind, who live in cities according to written laws,—fhall not he, I fay, 
who has written laws according to art, or any other who refembles him, be 
permitted on his return to enjoin things different from thefe ? Or, rather, 
would not this interdiction appear in reality to be no lefs ridiculous than 
the former ? 

S o c J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . D O you know, therefore, what the multitude fay refpecting a 

thing of this kind ? 
S o c J U N . I do not at prefent remember. 
G U E S T . But it is very fpecious. For they fay, if anyone has found out 

laws belter than thofe that are already eftablifhed, and can perfuade his 
citizens that they are better, he fhould eftablifh them ; otherwife not. 

Soc. J U N . D O they not, therefore, fay rightly ? 
G U E S T . Perhaps fo. But if fome one fhould introduce that which is beft, 

not by perfuafion, but by force, what name muft be given to this violence ? 
Or, rather, firft anfwer me refpecting the former particulars. 

S o c J U N . Of what particulars are you fpeaking ? 
G U E S T . If any one who is properly fkilled in the medical art fhould not 

perfuade but compel a boy, or a man, or a woman, to do that which is 
better, but at the fame time contrary to written prefcriptions, what will be 
the name of this violence ? Ought it not to be called rather any thing than 
a tranfgreffion of art, or a noxious error ? And fhould we not fay that 

o, everp 
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every thing will happen to the compelled perfon, rather than any thing 
noxious and contrary to art from the compelling phyficians? 

Soc. J U N . You fpeak moft true. 
G U E S T . But what is that error to be called which is contrary to the polU 

tical art ? Muff it not be denominated bafe, evil, and unjuft. ? 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . But come, will not he be the moff ridiculous'of all men, who 

mould blame the violence of thofe that force men to act more juftly, better, 
and more beautifully than before, contrary to written precepts, and the laws 
of their country ? And ought not every thing rather to be afferted of thofe 
that are thus compelled, than that they fuffer things bafe, unjuft, and evil ? 

Soc. J U N . Your affertion is moft true. 
G U E S T . But if he who compels is rich, will his compulfions be juft,—but, 

if he is poor, unjuft? Or fhall we not rather fay, that he who effects what 
is advantageous, whether he perfuades or does not perfuade, whether he is 
rich or poor, and whether he acts according or contrary to written in­
junctions, will act conformably to the moft true definition of the right 
government of a city ? For a wife and good man will always govern in 
this manner, always attending to the advantage of his fubjects, in the fame 
manner as a pilot is watchful for the fafety of the fhip and the failors. And 
as the pilot preferves the failors, not by written mandates but by exhibiting 
to them laws according to art, after the fame manner an upright polity will 
be produced by thofe who are thus able to govern, by exhibiting a ftrength 
of art better than the laws. And, in fhort, prudent governors never err 
in any part of their conduct, as long as they obferve this one thing, viz. 
by always diftributing that which is moft juft to the citizens, in conjunction 
with intellect and art, to preferve them, and, from being worfe, render 
them better to the utmoft of their power. 

Soc. JUN . Thefe affertions cannot be contradicted. 
G U E S T . Nor yet thofe. 
Soc. JUN . What affertions do you mean ? 
GUEST . That no multitude whatever can receive that fcience, by which 

a city is governed according to intellect, but that an upright polity muft be 
inveftigated about a fmall number, and a few, and one perfon ; and that 
other polities are to be confidered as imitations, as we obferved a little before. 

x 2 fom 
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fome rcfembling this in a more beautiful, and others in a more deformed 
manner. 

Soc. J U N . How do you fay this ? For I do not underitand what you juft 
now faid refpecting imitations. 

G U E S T . He would not act badly, who, after introducing a difcourfe of 
this kind, lhould defift before he had mown the error which is at prefent 
committed. 

Soc. J U N . What error do you mean ? 
G U E S T . It is requifite to inveftigate a thing of that kind, which is not 

altogether ufual, nor yet eafy to perceive ; but at the fame time we muft 
endeavour to apprehend it. For, fince an upright polity is that alone of 
which we have fpoken, do you not know that other polities ought to be 
preferved, while they ufe the inftitutions of this, and do that which we juft 
now praifed,, though it is not moft right ? 

Soc . J U N . What is that ? 
G U E S T . That no citizen fhall dare to act in any refpect contrary to the 

laws, and that he who dares to do fo fhall be punifhed with death, and 
fhall fuffer all extreme punifhments. This is moft right and beautiful in 
the fecond place; for that which was juft now mentioned muft be ranked 
in the firft place. But we fhould unfold the manner in which that which 
we call fecondary fubfifls. Or fhould we not ? 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But let us again return to images, to which it is always neceffary 

to affimilate royal governors. 
Soc. J U N . What kind of images? 
G U E S T . The generous pilot, and, as Homer fays, the phyfician, who is of 

equal worth with many others. Let us confider the affair by deviling a 
certain figure in thefe things. 

Soc. jun. Of what kind ? 
G U E S T . Such a one, as if we all conceived that we fuffered the moft dire 

things from thefe perfons. For fuch of us as they wifh to fave, they do fave ; 
and fuch as they wifh to injure, they injure by cutting and burning; at the 
fame time ordering money to be given them as a reward for this, not fpend-
ing any thing themfelves on the fick, but they and their familiars making 
ufe of others. And laftly, receiving money either from the kindred or 
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from certain enemies of the fick man, they caufe him to die. Pilots too 
effect ten thoufand other things of this kind. For they defignedly leave men 
by,themfelves in certain receffes, and, committing an error in navigation, hurl 
them into the fea, and injure them in other refpects. In confequence of 
confidering thefe things, let us fuppofe that we confult how we may deprive 
thefe arts of their independent authority, fo that they may no longer poffefs 
abfolute power, either over flaves or the free-born. Hence, we affemble 
together for this purpofe, and convene either all the people, or the rich only. 
In this affembly, obfeure individuals and mechanics give their opinion re­
fpecting the fhip and difeafes; viz. after what manner medicines, and medi­
cal instruments, fhould be employed about the difeafed ; and likewife mips 
and nautical inftruments in navigation, in the dangers to which mips are 
fubject, through the winds, the fea, and pirates, and when there is occafion 
to fight with long fhips againft others of the like kind. Let us likewife 
fuppofe that the opinions, either of certain phyficians and pilots, or of other 
private perfons, given in this affembly, are inferibed in triangular tables 
and pillars, and that certain unwritten cuftoms of the country are eftablifhed, 
according to which in all future times navigation is to be conduced, and 
remedies for the fick adminiftered. 

Sec. J U N . You have fpoken of very abfurd things. 
G U E S T . Let us likewife fuppofe that yearly governors of the multitude 

are eftablifhed, whether chofen by lot from the rich, or from all the people; 
and let them govern both fhips and the difeafed, according to thofe written 
inftitutions. 

Soc. J U N . Thefe things appear ftill more difficult. 
G U E S T . Let us likewife fee what is confequent to thefe things. For 

when the year of each governor is expired, it will be neceffary that courts 
of juftice fhould be eftablifhed, which are compofed either of chofen rich 
men, or from all the people, for the purpofe of calling the governors to 
account, and reproving them when requifite. Let every one likewife who 
is willing be permitted to accufe the governors, as neither governing the 
fhips, during the year,'according to the written injunctions, nor according to 
the antient manners of their anceftors. And let the fame things be per­
mitted to take place refpecting thofe that cure the difeafed. But let thofe 

that 
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that are convicted be punifhed in whatever manner the judges fhall think 
fir. 

Soc. J U N . He, therefore, who voluntarily governs thefe men will moft 
juftly fuffer from them, and receive whatever punifhment they pleafe. 

G U E S T . Further ftill, it will be requifite that a law fhould be eftablifhed 
for all thefe, that if any one introduces a mode of piloting different from the 
written inftitutions, or fhall be found inveftigating the falubrious, and the 
truth of the medicinal art, contrary to the writings, about winds, heat and 
cold, or deviling any thing whatever, about affairs of this kind ;—in the firft 
place, he fhall neither be called a pilot nor a phyfician, but a certain boaft> 
ful and garrulous fophift; and, in the next place, he fhall be brought before 
a court of juftice, by any perfon who is willing, as one who corrupts other 
young men, and perfuades them that every one fhould be permitted to pilot 
fhips, and cure the difeafed, not according to the laws, but according to his 
own will. And if any one fhall be found perfuading either young or old men, 
contrary to the laws, and the written mandates, he fhall be punifhed in the 
extreme. For nothing ought to be wifer than the laws. Befides, no one 
fhould be ignorant of the medicinal and the falubrious, nor of nautical 
affairs. For every one who is willing is permitted to learn the written 
mandates, and the cuftoms of his country. If thefe particulars, Socrates, 
fhould take place about thefe fciences, viz. about military concerns, the 
whole of hunting, and painting, imitation, and architecture, the formation 
of inftruments of every kind, agriculture, botany ; or, again, about the care 
pertaining to horfes, and-herds of cattle of every kind, prophecy, the whole 
of fervile offices, the game of chefs, the whole of arithmetic in its fimple 
ftate, whether it is converfant with planes or depths, or fwiftnefs and flow-
n efs ;—if thefe particulars, I fay, fhould take place about thefe fciences, fo 
as to caufe them to be effected according to the written mandates, and not 
according to art, what fhall we fay ? 

Soc. J U N . It is evident that all arts muft be entirely fubverted, without 
ever being reftored, in confequence of the law which forbids inveftigation. 
So that life, which is at prefent difficult, would then be perfectly intolerable. 

G U E S T . But what will you fay to this ? If we fhould compel each of the 
above-mentioned particulars to take place according to written injunctions, 

and 
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and mould appoint as the guardian of thefe writings a man either chofen 
by fuffrage, or chance, but who paying no attention to them, either for-
the fake of a certain gain, or private pleafure, mould endeavour, though 
ignorant of every thing, to act contrary to thefe mandates ; would not this 
be a greater evil than the former ? 

Soc. J U N . It moft truly would. 
G U E S T . For he who mould dare to act contrary to thofe laws which have 

been eftablifhed from long experience by thofe who, confulting how to gra­
tify the people, have perfuaded them to adopt them, will commit an error 
of a very extended nature, and fubvert every action in a much greater de­
gree than written mandates are capable of effecting. 

Soc. JUN. HOW is it poffible he fhould not ? 
G U E S T . Hence, as it is faid, there is a fecond navigation for thofe that 

eftablifh laws and written mandates refpecting any thing whatever, viz. that 
neither one perfon, nor the multitude, fhould ever be fuffcred to do any thing 
at any time contrary to them. 

Soc. J U N . Right. 
G U E S T . Will not thefe writings, therefore, be certain imitations of truths 

compofed by intelligent men, in the greateft perfection of which they ara 
capable ? 

S o c J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But, if we remember, we have faid, that a man truly knowing 

in political concerns will do many things from art, without paying any at­
tention to written mandates, when any thing occurs to him better than what 
he has left behind him in writing. 

S o c J U N . We did fay fo. 
G U E S T . And if any thing better than what is eftablifhed by law fhould occur 

either to an individual, or to the people at large, will they not in this cafe,, 
to the utmoft of their power, act in the fame manner as the true politician h 

Soc. JUN. Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . If, therefore, they fhould act in this manner, without poffeffing 

fcience, they would attempt to imitate that which is true, but the whole of 
their imitation would be vicious; but if their conduct is the effect of art* 
this is no longer an imitation, but is a thing itfelf moft true.. 

Soc. J U N . It is fo in every refpect* 
GUESTS 
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GUETST. It was likewife acknowledged by us above, that the multitude is 
incapable of receiving any art whatever. 

Soc . J U N . It was. 
< J U E S T . If, therefore, there is a certain royal art, the multitude of the 

rich, and the whole of the people, can never receive this politic fcience. 
Soc. JUN. For how can they? 
•GUEST. It is requifite then (as it feems) that fucH-like polities, if they in­

tend to imitate as much as poffible that true polity which is governed accord­
ing to art by one man, muff never do any thing contrary to their written 
laws, and the cuftoms of their country. 

Soc . J U N . You fpeak moft beautifully. 
G U E S T . When, therefore, the rich imitate this polity, we then denomi­

nate fuch a polity an ariftocracy: but when they pay no attention to the 
laws, an oligarchy. 

Soc . J U N . SO it appears. 
G U E S T . And again, when one man governs according to the laws, imi­

tating him who is endued with fcience, then we call fuch a one a king, not 
diftinguifhing by name him who governs with fcience from the monarch 
who governs with opinion according to the laws. 

S o c . J U N . We appear to do fo. 
G U E S T . If, therefore, one map governs, who truly poffeffes a fcientiiic 

knowledge of government, he is entirely called by this name a king, and by 
no other; for this alone, of the five names of the polities juft now men­
tioned, belongs to him. " 

Soc, J U N . So it appears. 
G U E S T . But when one man governs neither according to the laws, nor ac­

cording to the cuftoms of the country, but at the fame time pretends that he 
polTelfes a fcientific knowledge, and that it is beft to act in this manner, con­
trary to the written mandates, though a certain intemperate defire and ig­
norance are the leaders of this imitation, muft not a man of this kind be 
called a tyrant ? 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . Thus, then, we fay, a tyrant, a king, an oligarchy, an ariftocracy, 

and a democracy, will be produced ; mankind indignantly bearing the au­
thority of a monarch, and not believing that any m n will ever be found 

worthy 
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worthy of fuch a government, fo as to be both willing and able to govern 
with virtue and fcience, and properly diftribute to all men things juft and 
holy. They are likewife fearful, that one man endued with abfolute power 
will injure, opprefs, and (lay whomfoever he pleafes : though, if fuch a cha­
racter fhould arife, as we have mentioned, he would be beloved, and his 
adminiftration, on account of its accurate rectitude, would alone render a 
polity happy. 

Soc . j u n . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But now, fince no fuch king is to be found in cities, who, as if 

produced in a fwarm of bees, excels from the very beginning both in body 
and foul, it is requifite, as it feems, that men affembling together fhould 
compofe written inftitutions, treading in the footfteps of the moft true 
polity. 

Soc. J U N . It appears fb. 
G U E S T . And fhali we wonder, Socrates, that in fuch-like polities thofe 

evils fhould take place which we behold at prefent, and which will fubfift in 
future, when they reft on the foundation of written mandates and long 
eftablifhed cuftoms, and not on the firm bafis of fcience ? Or ought we not 
rather to admire how ftrong a thing a city naturally is ? For, though cities 
have fubhfted for an immenfe length of time in this condition, yet fome of 
them have continued ftabie, and have not beeu fubverted; at the fame time 
many of them, like veffels merged in the fea, have perifhed, do perifh, and 
will perifh, through the depravity of the pilots and failors, who are involved 
in the greateft ignorance refpecting the greateft concerns; for though they 
know nothing about political affairs, yet they think their knowledge of the 
political fcience is the moft clear of all fcientific knowledge. 

Soc. JUN. Moft true. 
G U E S T . AS, therefore, all thefe erroneous polities are full of difficulties, 

we fhould confider in which it is the leaft difficult and burthenfome to live ; 
for, though this is fuperfluous w.ith refpect to our prefent inquiry,: yet, j>er-
haps, univerfally we all of us do all things for the fake of this. 

Soc. J U N . It is impoffible it fhould not be requifite to confider this. 
G U E S T . Of three things, therefore, they fay that one is remarkably diffi­

cult, and at the fame time eafy. 
S o c J U N . How do you fay ? 

VOL. iv. y G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . N O otherwife than as I faid before, that there are three polities, 
a monarchy, the government of a few, and the government of a many, 
which three polities were at firft mentioned by us in a confufed manner. 

Soc . J U N . There were. 
G U E S T . Bifecting, therefore, each of thefe, we fhall produce fix, fepa-

rating from thefe the upright polity, as a feventh. 
S o c . J U N . How fo ? 
G U E S T . We muft diftribute monarchy into the royal and the tyrannic ; 

but the polity which is not compofed from a multitude, into an ariftocracy 
and oligarchy, which form an illuftrious divifion. Again, we formerly con­
fidered the polity which is compofed from a multitude as fimple, and called 
it a democracy, but we muft now eftablifh this as twofold. 

Soc . J U N . How fo? And after what manner do we make this divifion? 
G U E S T . Not at all different from the others, though the name of this is 

now twofold. But to govern according to the laws, and to tranfgrefs the 
laws, is common both to this and the other polities. 

S o c . J U N . It is fo. 
G U E S T . Then, indeed, when we were inveftigating an upright polity, 

this fection was of no ufe, as we have fhown above : but fince we have fepa­
rated it from the ethers, and have confidered the others as neceffary, in thefe 
we divide each according to the legal, and the tranfgreffion of law. 

Soc. JUN. It appears fo from what has now been faid. 
G U E S T . A monarchy, therefore, when conjoined with good written in­

stitutions, which we calf laws, is the beft of all the fix polities; but when 
fiibfifting without law is grievous, and moft burthenfome to live under. 

S o c J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . But the polity which is compofed of not many, ought to be con­

fidered by us as a medium, in the fame manner as a few is a medium between 
one and many. But again, we fhould confider the polity which is com­
pofed of many as in all things imbecil, and as incapable, when compared with 
ihe others, of accomplifhing either any great good or great evil; in confe­
quence of authority in this polity being divided according to fmall parts 
among many. Hence, this is the worft of all thefe legal polities, but the 
beft of all fuch as are illegal. And where all are intemperate, it is beft to 
Jive in a democracy; but where all are temperate, this polity is the worft 

to 
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to live in. The firft and beft condition of life is in the firft polity, the 
feventh being excepted. For this muft be feparated from all the other poli­
ties, in the fame manner as divinity from men. 

Soc. J U N . Thefe things appear thus to fubfift and happen; and that muft 
be done which you mention. 

G U E S T . Ought not, therefore, the governors of all thefe polities (the go­
vernor of the fcientific polity being excepted) to be withdrawn, as not being 
truly political but feditious characters ; and as prefiding over the greateft 
images, and being fuch themfelves? And as they are the greateft imitators 
and enchanters, are they not the greateft fophifts of fophifts ? 

Soc. JUN . This appellation ieems to pertain, with the greateft rectitude, 
to thofe that are called politicians. 

G U E S T . Be it fo. This, indeed, is as a drama for us ; juft as we lately faid 
that we faw a certain Centauric and Saryric Bacchic choir, which was to be 
feparated from the politic art, and now this has fcarcely been feparated by us. 

Soc. JUN. SO it appears. 
G U E S T . But another thing ftill more difficult than this remains, which is 

more allied to the royal genus, and which at the fame time it is more diffi­
cult to underftand. And we appear to me to be affected in a manner fimilar 
to thofe that purify gold. 

Soc. J U N . How fo ? 
G U E S T . Thofe workmen firft of all feparate earth, ftones, and many other 

things ; but, after this, fuch things as are allied to gold remain,, which are 
honourable, and alone to be feparated by fire,—I mean brafs and filver^ and 
fometimes diamonds. Thefe being with difficulty feparated by fufiou, 
fcarcely fuffer us to fee that which is called perfectly pure gokl. 

S o c J U N . So it is faid refpecting thefe things. 
G U E S T . After the fame manner, we alfo appear now to have feparated from 

the politic fcience things different, and fuch as are foreign and not friendly, 
and to have left fuch as are honourable and allied to it. But among the num­
ber of thefe, the military and judicial arts, and that rhetoric which commu­
nicates with the royal fcience, perfuading men to act juftly, and which, to­
gether with that fcience, governs the affairs of cities, may be ranked. Thefe 
if fome one fhould after a certain manner feparate with facility, he will 
fhow naked and alone by himfelf that character which we are inveftigating. 

Y 2 S o c 
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Soc. J U N . It is evident that we fhould endeavour to do this. 
G U E S T . For the fake of an experiment, therefore, it will be evident: 

but we fhould endeavour to render it apparent through mufic. Inform me, 
therefore. 

S o c J U N . What? 
G U E S T . Have we any difcipline of mufic, and univerfally of the fciences, 

concerning manual operations ? 
S o c . J U N . We have. 
G U E S T . But what ? Shall we fay that any one among thefe is a certain 

fcience which teaches us what we ought to learn refpecting thefe things, and 
what we ought not ? Or how fhall we fay ? 

S o c J U N . We muft fay that there is. 
G U E S T . Shall w e not, therefore, confefs that this is different from the 

others ? 
Soc. J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . But whether muft w e fay that no one of them rules over the 

other ? or that the others rule over this ? or that this, as a guardian, ought 
to rule over all the others ? 

Soc. J U N . That this fcience ought to rule over the others, which teaches 
us, whether it is requifite to learn any one of them, or not. 

G U E S T . YOU affert, therefore, that it ought to rule over both the teacher 
and the learner. 

Soc. J U N . Very much fo. 
G U E S T . And do you likewife aflert, that the fcience which judges whether 

it is requifite to" perfuade or not, fhould rule over him who is able to perfuade ? 
S o c J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . T O what fcience, therefore, fhall we attribute that which per-

fuades the multitude and the crowd, through mythology, but not through 
doctrine ? 

S o c JUN. I think it is evident that this is to be attributed to the rhetoric 
fcience. 

G U E S T . But again, to what fcience fhall we attribute the power of judg­
ing, whether we fhould act towards certain perfons through perfuafion, or 
through a certain violence; or, univerfally, whether we ought ever to employ 
either perfuafion or violence ? 

Soc. 
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S o c J U N . To that which rules over the arts of perfuafion and difcourfe. 
G U E S T , But this, as I think, will not be any other than the power of the 

politician. 
Soc. J U N . YOU fpeak moll: beautifully. 
G U E S T . Thus, therefore, the rhetoric appears to have been very rapidly 

feparated from the politic fcience, as being another fpecies, but fubfervient 
to this fcience. 

Soc. JUN. Certainly. 
G U E S T . But again, what muff we conceive refpecting this power? 
Soc . JUN. What power ? 
G U E S T . That by which we war upon thofe againft whom we have de­

clared war. Whether fhall we fay that this is endued with, or deprived of, 
art ? 

S o c J U N . HOW can we conceive that power to be deprived of art which 
the commanding art and all warlike actions employ ? 

G U E S T . But fhall we confider that power which is able to confult fcien­
tifically, whether it is proper to engage in war, or make peace, as different 
from this, or the fame with it ? 

S o c JUN. From what has been before eftablifhed, it neceffarily follows 
that it muft be different. 

G U E S T , Muft not, therefore, the military fcience have dominion over 
the warrior, if we in a fimilar manner follow what has been before advanced? 

S o c JUN. It muft. 
G U E S T . What fcience then fhall we endeavour to evince as the defpot of 

the whole of the military art, which is thus fkilful and mighty, except the 
truly royal fcience ? 

S o c J U N . No other whatever. 
G U E S T . We muft not, therefore, confider the fcience of military com­

manders as the fame with the political, to which it is fubfervient. 
Soc. J U N . It is not proper we fhould. 
G U E S T . But come, let us contemplate the power of judges who judge 

rightly. 
S o c J U N . By all means. 
G U E S T . IS it not, therefore, capable of doing more than merely judging 

what is juft or unjuft, refpecting fuch compacts as are legal, and which have 
7 been 
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been eftablifhed by royal authority; employing for this purpofe its own pro^ 
per virtue, fo as never to wifh to dilfolve mutual accufations, either through 
the influence of certain gifts, or fear, or pity, or hatred, or love, contrary to 
the order of the legiflator ? 

Soc . J U N . It will never wifh to act in this manner ; but that which you 
have mentioned is nearly the employment of this power. 

G U E S T . We find, therefore, that the ftrength of judges is not royal, but 
is the guardian of the laws, and fubfervient to the royal fcience. 

Sdc. J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . This alfo muff be obferved, that no one of the abovemcntioned 

fciences will appear to be the politic fcience to him who perceives all of 
them. For the province of the truly royal fcience is not to act itfelf,. but to 
rule over thofe that are able to acl, fince it knows the dominion and impulfe 
of thofe that are the greateft in the city, refpecting what is opportune and 
the contrary : but it is the province of the other fciences to do as they are 
ordered. 

Soc . Right. 
G U E S T . Hence, fince the fciences which we have Juft now difcuffed nei­

ther rule over each other nor themfelves, but each is converfant with a cer­
tain proper employment of its own, they are juftly denominated according, 
to the peculiarity of their actions. 

Soc . J U N . It appears fo. 
G U E S T . But rightly comprehending by a common appellation the power 

of that fcience which rules over all thefe, and takes care of the laws, and of 
every thing in the city, we may moft juftly, as it feems, call it the politic 
fcience. 

Soc. JUN. Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Shall we not, therefore, difcufs this fcience at prefent, according, 

to the paradigm of the weaving art, fince all the genera pertaining to a city 
have become manifeft to us ? 

S o c J U N . And very much fo. 
G U E S T . We muff therefore, as it feems, relate what the royal connection 

is, after what manner it weaves together, and what kind of web it produces 
for us. 

Soc jun. It is evident. 
G u e s t . 
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G U E S T . It is, indeed, a thing difficult to be evinced ; but, as it appears, it 
is neceffary it fhould be unfolded. 

Soc. J U N . It muft, by all means. 
G U E S T . For, that a part of virtue differs from the fpecies of virtue, may 

be eafily proved from the opinion of the multitude, in oppofition to the con­
tentious. 

Soc. J U N . I do not underftand you. 
G U E S T . But again, thus confider. For I think that you confider fortitude 

as one part of virtue. 
Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . And likewife, that temperance is different from fortitude, but 

that the former is a part of the fame thing as the latter. 
Soc. J U N . Yes. 
G U E S T . We muft dare to unfold a certain wonderful difcourfe refpecting 

thefe things. 
Soc. J U N . Of what kind ? 
G U E S T . That after a certain manner they are in many things very adverfe 

and contrary to each other. 
Soc. J U N . How do you fay ? 
G U E S T . My affertion is by no means ufual. For all the parts of virtue are 

faid to be friendly to each other. 
Soc. J U N . It is fo faid. 
G U E S T . Let us confider, therefore, with the greateft attention, whether 

this is fo fimple, or differs more than any thing from thefe, in things of a 
kindred nature. 

Soc. J U N . Inform me how we are to confider. 
G U E S T . In all fuch things as we call beautiful it is proper to invcftigate, 

and refer them to two fpecies contrary to each other. 
Soc. J U N . You fpeak moft clearly. 
G U E S T . Have you ever then either praifed yourfelf, or heard fome other 

perfon praifing fharpnefs and fwiftnefs, either in bodies or fouls, or the 
motion of voice, or in fuch imitations of thefe as mufical and graphical imi­
tations exhibit? 0 

S o c JUN. Undoubtedly I have. 
G U E S T . 
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G U E S T . D O you likewife remember after what manner praife is beftowed 
in each of thefe ? 

Soc . J U N . By no means. 
G U E S T . Shall we, therefore, be able to point out to you my conceptions 

of this in words ? 
Soc . J U N . What fhould hinder ? 
G U E S T . YOU feem to think a thing of this kind eafy. Let us confider it, 

therefore, in fubcontrary genera. For often, and in many actions, when we 
admire the fwiftnefs, vehemence, and acutenefs of thought, body, or voice, 
we praife them, and at the fame time employ one of the appellations of for­
titude. 

Soc. J U N . HOW fo ? 
G U E S T . In the firft place, we fay it is acute and ftrenuous, fwift and vi­

rile, and in a fimilar manner vehement: and, univerfally, we praife all thefe 
natures, by applying this name to them in common. 

S o c . JUN. We do. 
G U E S T . But what ? Do we not often praife in many a&ions the fpecies 

of quiet generation ? 
Soc. J U N . And very much fo. 
G U E S T . Do we not, therefore, in praifing thefe, affert things contrary to 

what we did in praifing thofe ? 
Soc . J U N . How fo ? 
G U E S T . We fay that each of thefe is quiet and temperate, and we admire 

thefe when they take place about cogitation ; but about actions, we admire 
the flow and the foft, about voice, the fmooth and the grave, all rhythmical 
motion, and the whole of the mufe which employs flownefs opportunely ; 
and to all thefe we give the appellation of the moderate, and not of for­
titude. 

Soc . J U N . Moft true. 
G U E S T . But when both thefe take place unfeafonably, we then blame 

«ach of them, and call them by contrary names. 
Soc. J U N . How fo ? 
GffEST. When they appear to be unfeafonably acute, fwift, and hard, we 

then call them infolent and infane ; but when they are unfeafonably grave, 
flow, 
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flow, and foft, we call them timid and flothful. And we nearly find that 
thefe, and the nature of fortitude and temperance, are for the mofl part 
contrary to each other, as being hoffile and feditious forms, and which are 
never mingled together in actions about things of this kind. We fhall like-
wife find by inveffigation, that thofe who poffefs thefe in their fouls, are 
difcordant with each other. 

Soc. JUN . Where do you fay ? 
G U E S T . In all thofe particulars which we have juft. now mentioned, 

and, it is probable, in many others. For, I think, praifing fome things 
as their own property, on account of their alliance to both, but blaming 
others as things foreign, they become very adverfe to each other in many 
things. 

Soc. J U N . They appear to do fo. 
G U E S T . This difference, therefore, is the fport of thefe fpecies. But a 

difeafe the moff baneful of all others happens to cities about, things of the 
greateft confequence. 

Soc. J U N . About what things ? 
G U E S T . About the whole apparatus of living, as it is likely it fhould. 

For thofe who are remarkably modeft are always prepared to live a quiet life, 
attending privately to their own concerns, and being after a certain manner 
difpofed to affociate peaceably both with their fellow citizens and foreigners. 
Through this love, however, which is more unfeafonable than is fit, when 
they do that which they wifh to accomplifh, they become fecretly enervated, 
and render young men fimilarly affected. Hence, they are always fubject to 
injuries; and in a fhort time themfelves, their children, and the whole city, 
often by flow degrees, from being free become flaves. 

Soc. JUN . You fpeak of a fevere and dire paffion. 
G U E S T . But thofe that verge more to fortitude, do they not incite the 

cities to which they belong to war, through a more vehement defire of a life 
of this kind than is becoming, and thus rendering many nations and poten­
tates hoftile to their country, either entirely fubvert it, or bring it in fubjec-
tion to the enemy ? 

S o c J U N . They do. 
G U E S T . HOW is it poffible, therefore, we fhould not fay, that in thefe 

things both genera are in the greateft degree adverfe to each other ? 
VOL. IV. 2 S O C 
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Soc . J U N . It is impoffible we fhould fay otherwife. 
G U E S T . Have we not, therefore, found that which we were confidering 

in the beginning, that certain parts of virtue, which are not fmall naturally, 
differ from each other, and that they likewife caufe thofe that poffefs them 
to do the fame ? 

Soc . JUN. It appears we have. 
G U E S T . Let us again too confider this. 
Soc . J U N . What ? 
G U E S T . Whether there is any thing belonging to fynthetic fciences which 

has any one of its works, though it fhould be the vileff, compofed from 
things evil and at the fame time ufeful ? Or fhall we fay, that every fcience 
always rejects things evil to the utmoff of its power, and receives fuch as 
are apt and ufeful ? and that from thefe, which are both fimilar and diffimi­
lar, collected into one, it fabricates one certain power and idea ? 

. S o c J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . The truly political fcience, therefore, according to nature, will 

never be willing that a city fhould be compofed from good and bad men; 
but it is very evident that it will firft of all examine every thing by difcipline, 
and, after the examination, will commit this employment to fuch as are 
able to inftruct others, and at the fame time be fubfervient to others, itfelf 
commanding and prefiding : juft in the fame manner as the weaving art 
preiides over the wool-combers, and others that prepare the materials for 
weaving, and gives fuch orders to the preparatory workmen as it thinks will 
beft contribute to the work it has in view. 

Soc. J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . The royal fcience appears to me to do the very fame, permitting 

thofe that inftruct and educate others according to law, alone to exercife and 
teach that which being effected according to its temperature will produce 
worthy manners. But it punifhes with death, exile, and the greateft dif-
grace, thofe that are unable to participate of fortitude, temperance, and 
fuch other things as tend to virtue, but through a depraved nature are vio­
lently impelled to impiety, infolence and injuftice. 

Soc. J U N . This is faid to be the cafe. 
G U E S T . But thofe that are rolled like cylinders in ignorance and an 

abject fpirit, it fubjugates to fervile employments. 
7 S o c 
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S o c . J U N . Moft right. 
G U E S T . It preferves and defends, therefore, fuch as are naturally qualified 

for acquiring the generous and the noble, when properly difciplined, and who 
through art can be mingled with each other. And fuch among thefe as 
verge more to fortitude, it confiders as refembling ftrong thread in the loom 
on account of their folid manners ; but fuch as verge more to modefty, as 
fimilar to fat andjfoft matter; and, that we may ufe an image/rom the weav­
ing art, as refembling farfron-coloured thread. And fuch as tend contrary 
to thefe, it endeavours to bind together and connect after the following 
manner. 

Soc. J U N . After what manner ? 
G U E S T . In the firft place, according to the allied, it harmonizes together 

the eternal part of their foul with a divine bond. But after that which is 
divine it harmonizes together their vivific part with human bonds. 

Soc. J U N . How again is this ? 
G U E S T . When true opinion becomes ftably inherent in the foul refpecting 

things beautiful, juft and good, and the contraries to thefe, we fay that the 
divine in the daemoniaeal genus is produced. 

Soc . JUN . It is proper it fhould. 
G U E S T . DO we, therefore, know that a politician and a good lcgiflator 

ought alone to be able, with the Mufe of the royal fcience, to effect this 
in thofe that are properly difciplined, and whom we have juft now men­
tioned ? 

Soc. JUN . It is fit this fhould be the cafe. 
G U E S T . But he, Socrates, who cannot accomplifh a thing of this kind, 

muft by no means be called by the names which we are now inveftigating. 
S o c - J U N . Moft right. 
G U E S T . What then? Muft not a brave foul, when it receives truth of 

this kind, become mild, and thus be willing in the higheft degree to partake 
of things juft ? But when it does not receive it, muft it not be confidered as 
verging more to a certain favage nature ? 

Soc. JUN. Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . But what ? Will not a foul of a modeft nature, when receiving 

thefe opinions, become truly temperate and moderate in a polity ? But when 
Z 2 I t 
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it does not partake of the things we are fpeaking of, will it not be moft dif-
gracefully branded with ftupidity ? 

S o c J U N . Entirely fo. 
G U E S T . Muft we not fay, that this connection and binding together of the 

evil with each other, and of the good with the evil, can never become ftable, 
and that no fcience will ever ferioufly attempt to accomplifh this with fuch 
as thefe ? 

S o c JUN. For how can it ? 
G U E S T . But in thofe alone who are endued with worthy manners from 

the firft, and who are educated according to nature, this bond is naturally 
implanted through the laws. In thefe, too, this art is a remedy; and, as we 
faid before, the natural virtue of the parts is the more divine bond of things 
diffimilar, and tending to contraries. 

Soc. J U N . Moft true. 
G U E S T . Since this divine bond exifts, there is fcarcely any difficulty in 

either underftanding the other bonds which are human, or in bringing them 
to perfection when underftood. 

S o c J U N . How fo ? And what are thefe bonds ? 
G U E S T . The communions of alliances and children, and thofe refpecting 

private locations and marriages. For many refpecting thefe things are not 
properly bound together for the purpofe of begetting children. 

S o c J U N . Why ? 
G U E S T . IS it worth while to relate how anxioufly they purfue riches and 

power in thefe things ? 
Soc. J U N . It is not. 
G U E S T . But it will be more juft to fpeak of thofe who make the human 

race the object of their care, and to confider if they do any thing improperly. 
S o c J U N . It will. 
G U E S T . They do not indeed at all act from right reafon, but purfue 

prefent pleafure ; and in confequence of being delighted with thofe fimilar 
to themfelves, and of not loving thofe that are diffimilar, they attribute the 
greateft part to moleftation. 

Soc. J U N . How fo ? 
G U E S T . Thofe that are modeft feek after their own manners, and as 

much 
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much as poftible marry thofe that are endued with them, and likewife marry 
their own offspring to fuch as refemble themfelves. The genus about for­
titude acts in the fame manner, purfuing its own nature; when at the fame 
time it is requifite that both genera fhould act in a manner entirely contrary. 

Soc. J U N . How, and on what account ? 
G U E S T . Becaufe this is the natural condition of fortitude, that when 

it has been unmingled for many generations with a temperate nature, it is 
florid with ftrength in the beginning, but in the end becomes entirely efHo-
refcent with infanity. 

Soc. J U N . It is likely. 
G U E S T . Again, a foul very fulFof fhame, and void of audacious fortitude, 

when it has fubiifted in this manner for many generations, naturally becomes 
unfeafonably fluggifh, and at laft perfectly mutilated. 

Soc. J U N . And this alfo is likely to happen. 
G U E S T . We have faid that there is no difficulty in binding men with 

thefe bonds, if both genera have one opinion refpecting things beautiful and 
good. For this is the one and entire work of royal weaving, viz. never to 
fuffer temperate manners to fubfift apart from fuch as are valiant, but, weav­
ing together both thefe, from according opinions, honor, difhonor, and glory, 
to collect from thefe a web fmooth, and, as it is faid, well woven, and always 
to commit in common the authority of governors in cities to thefe. 

Soc. J U N . How ? 
G U E S T . Where it happens that one governor is fufficient, a prefident 

fhould be chofen who poffeffes both thefe ; but where more than one is 
neceffary, parts of thefe muft be mingled together. For the manners of 
temperate governors are very cautious, juft, and falutary; but they require 
acrimony, and a certain acute and practical temerity. 

Soc. J U N . Thefe things alfo appear fo to me. 
G U E S T . Again, fortitude with refpect to juftice and caution is more in­

digent than thofe other virtues ; but it excels them in actions. But it is 
impoffible that all things pertaining to cities, both of a private and public 
nature, lhould fubiiit beautifully, unlefs both thefe are prefent. 

Soc. J U N . Undoubtedly. 
G U E S T . We muft fay then that this end of the web of politic action is 

then 
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then rightly woven, when the royal art, connecting the manners of brave 
and temperate men by concord and friendmip, collects together their life 
in common, producing the moft magnificent and excellent of all webs;— 
and befides this, when, embracing in common all others in the city, both, 
flaves and free-born, it holds them together by this texture, and governs and 
prefides over the city in fuch a manner that nothing may in any refpect be 
wanting which is requifite to its felicity. 

Soc. J U N . You have finifhed, O gueft, your defcription of the royal and 
' political character moft beautifully. 

T H E END OF THE POLITICUS. 
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